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The Kentucky Annual Conference United Methodist Church
Opening Worship

PRELUDE

“Cantate Domino” by David L. Brunner

OneVoice Youth Choir
Christ Church United Methodist
Louisville KY

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 		

Rev. Karen Kluever

God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with laughter and song of joy.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some from a sense of obligation or habit.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with hearts heavy with grief.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with distraction or exhaustion.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with eagerness and enthusiasm.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with stress, loneliness, or depression.
As God’s dearly loved children, we bring all our joy and pain, hurt and hope
into this place of Spirit-given grace, love and hope.
*OPENING HYMNS OF PRAISE
*All Creatures of our God and King- UM Hymnal #62 (stanzas 1,2,3,5,7)
*Doxology - Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow - UM Hymnal #95
*All Hail the Power of Jesus Name - UM Hymnal #154
WORDS OF WELCOME 		
		

Mr. John Denham
Conference Lay Leader

PRAYER FOR THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE		
		

Rev. James Williams
Dean of the Cabinet

We are a people who need you in your fullness— as Creative Father, Redeeming Son, and Sustaining Spirit. Our
lives have complications and pain, our world has war and despair. But we were made in your image, and your Spirit
was breathed into us that we might experience hope in your goodness. There are situations that make it hard to be
aware of that goodness.
We pray now for those whose lives are affected by the negativity in these circumstances:
When bombs and terrorist and military attacks kill and injure innocent people around the world . . . (brief silence)
When storms and hurricanes are so strong they destroy even the homes designed to withstand them . . .(brief silence)
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When political battles bring out pettiness over issues too important for bickering . . . (brief silence)
When our hearts ache, hurt by broken relationships and unmet expectations . . .(brief silence)
When we are exhausted emotionally from illnesses in ourselves or those we love . . . (brief silence)
When we are overwhelmed by loneliness and isolation even though you are always with us . . . (brief silence)
Gracious and Merciful Lord, our church is working to hear the words of your Spirit. Our desire is to learn what and
who you are calling us to be in your world. We call out to you that we might have the courage to give to you whatever
burdens we entered with today so that our hearts and minds can be open to you, to your Word, and to your Spirit.
So it is together that we pray the words Christ taught us:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.”
READING OF SCRIPTURE AND		
INTRODUCTION OF PREACHER 		

Bishop Fairley

2 Kings 6:11-17
SPECIAL MUSIC

Open, Thou, Mine Eyes
arr. Benjamin Harlan
		

HYMN OF PREPARATION
SERMON
REFLECTION SONG

“Open Our Eyes that We May See”
(UM Hymnal # 454 - stanzas 1 &3)
“Open Our Eyes, Lord”

Bishop Al Gwinn

Because of Jesus

PRAYER
RECESSIONAL HYMN

OneVoice Youth Choir
Christ Church United Methodist
Louisville KY

Rev. Shirley Burke
Holy, Holy, Holy
UM Hymnal # 64 (stanzas 1, 2, 4)

BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL		
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Rev. Shirley Burke

The Kentucky Annual Conference United Methodist Church
Memorial Service
CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Psalm 145
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
there is no end to his greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.
All your works praise you, Lord,
and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:
Let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

Rev. Steve Drury

We have gathered at this time to give thanks to God for those who have finished their race on earth and who have
entered the dwelling place of the King. Throughout the year, we are all faced with the process of death and dying.
Our churches offer hope and healing to family members as they say temporary farewells to loved ones. We take
time to do the same thing for our family members that belong to the Kentucky Annual Conference.
Pastors and spouses belong to the conference and we are family, and so it is good and right to take time during our
holy conferencing to give thanks, to remember their impact on our family, and to honor their legacy. Let us draw
together as a Kentucky Annual Conference Family and let us celebrate the lives of these friends - these saints who
now rest in the presence of our God.
“I looked and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. They cried out in loud voice saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the
lamb!”
Today our voices join this ongoing heavenly hymn of praise. In Jesus’ name, I invite you to stand as you are able
and let us worship our God.
MUSIC AND CELEBRATION
For all the Saints - UM Hymnal #711 (stanzas 1,2,4,6)
Hymn of Promise - UM Hymnal #707 (stanzas 1 &3)
SCRIPTURE:
SPECIAL MUSIC:
SERMON
VIDEO

Matthew 13: 1-9; 18-23
Proclaim the Glory
“We Shall Come Rejoicing”

Ann Jones
Shelley Nelson
Rev. Paige Williams

Psalm 23

REMEMBERING WITH THANKS		
(Family and friends are invited to stand as the name of their loved one is read)
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Darren Brandon and Rebecca Heid

After the name of a saint is read, respond with “Thank you Lord, for this your servant!”
CLOSING OF OUR TIME OF WORSHIP
Sing With All the Saints in Glory
UM Hymnal #702 (stanzas 1-4)
BENEDICTION		

Rev. Paige Williams
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MEMOIRS

7

		

CLERGY
BRENT ALLEN ARN
JOHN B. BACK
DONALD STEVEN BARNETT
PLEASIE LAVON CLEM
DONNIE N. CRENSHAW
SILAS ERVIN GENTRY
DAVID LEE HILTON
DENNIS FRANKLIN KINLAW
ROLAND PRESTON LAWRENCE
HARRY GARRETT LEWIS
JAMES HAROLD LOY
WILLIAM H. MCKAIN JR.
WILLIAM EDWARD PARKER
CHARLES T. PINKSTON
WILLIAM MILTON POPE
ALICE BONDURANT SCOTT
JAMES A. SHEPHERD
JAMES CRITT STRATTON
TERRY SULLIVAN
ROBERT LEE WALLACE

8

BRENT ALLEN ARN
May 14, 1970 – February 8, 2017

JOHN B. BACK
November 3, 1940 – September 12, 2016

Rev. Brent Allen Arn, 46, died Feb. 8, 2017,
of a brain aneurysm at the UK hospital in
Lexington.

The Rev. John Back, 75, died Sept. 12,
2016.
He first heard the call to ministry
when he was 16 and a member of the
Methodist youth group he loved in Searcy, Arkansas, but life
circumstances called louder and he didn’t fully answer the call
until he was 47. Traumatic events drove him to seek counsel
from the pastor of Christ Church UMC in Ashland, and the
pastor counseled him that God was calling John to ministry.
John doubted that God could use such a sinner as he, but after
many tears and prayers, the pastor won the argument, and
John began the candidacy program. He never looked back.

Brent was loyal, caring, gentle and kind. His
warm, easy-going personality made him instantly likeable to
anyone he met. Brent’s patience and sincere compassion were
evident in all he did. He had a knack for finding that one person
who was just outside the circle and inviting them in and making
them feel welcome. He was known for his laughter, smile and
warm handshake.
Brent overcame much adversity in his young life. He survived
two separate brain tumors that impacted his growth, sense of
smell, and eyesight. As a result, he developed a resilience and
hardiness that strengthened him. Brent bought his own 10-acre
farm in his early 30s, but once he heard the call to ministry, he
never hesitated; he promptly sold his little farm to fund entering
seminary. Christ had always been his first love.

Serving as a pastor became a stabilizing factor in John’s
hitherto nomadic life. He had bounced around the world
looking for his place from the time he quit college in his
sophomore year and joined the Navy. His first appointment
in Kentucky was in the Maysville District. He served the
Bethel/Mount Pleasant charge in Bath County for two
years, while he returned to college as a full-time student at
Morehead State University for a bachelor’s degree. Next, he
was sent to serve the Tilton Charge in Fleming County for
a year and then returned to serve Bethel/Mount Pleasant for
three more years.

Brent always kept moving forward. No matter what he had to
overcome, he would persevere until he achieved his goal. This
dedication served him well in Asbury Theological Seminary,
as both colleagues and professors came to admire his devotion
and determination. Brent graduated from seminary in 2009
and started his first assignment at Highview UMC in Raywick,
Kentucky, as a part-time pastor. In 2010, he was appointed as
a full-time pastor to Pleasant Hill UMC in Elkton, Kentucky,
where he served for four years.

The Back family moved to Arkansas in 1995 to care for John’s
sick father, and John took an appointment with the fivechurch Griffithville Charge in the Batesville District. John
began theological training with regular classes in the local
pastors’ school at Hendrix College in Conway. Throughout
the 10 years that he served the Griffithville Charge, only one
of the churches closed for lack of members, despite a strong
movement in the conference to consolidate the myriad of
small country congregations.

Brent found his other first love when he met Laura. They
married in March 2012. The love they shared was extraordinary
and unconditional. It was a perfect picture of complete
happiness, and Brent’s famous smile became even broader and
permanent. Many remember how they were always holding
hands at Annual Conference.

The circuit thrived, with John preaching twice every Sunday
morning at two of the churches and lay speakers speaking at
the other three, and then two when the fifth church closed.
Every Sunday night all the churches came together for a
rousing song service. John also organized services on special
occasions, including New Year’s Eve communion services,
Tenebrae services on Good Friday, Easter sunrise services and
vacation Bible school every year. John was content that he
had found God’s place for him as a pastor in the world.

In 2014, Brent followed his next appointment to Hazard,
Kentucky, to serve at Bowman Memorial UMC and Lothair
UMC. He was ordained as an elder in 2015. He served
the community on the board of the Hazard Perry County
Community Ministries. In addition, Brent was an active
member of the ANOW (Advocacy, Nurture, Outreach and
Worship) team for more than two years. He helped lead this
team with his passion for the Gospel and sharing it with others.
He had recently become the Older Adult chair and was building
a team to lead this ministry. Brent will be greatly missed.

In 2004 the Back family moved back to Kentucky, and
John accepted the Oil Springs Charge in the Prestonsburg
District. Having only one church to serve was a big change,
but he found plenty to do. The congregation grew into a lively
church, adding many new members over the 12 years John
served them. He also served the district on the Emergency
Response Team and in the community on the Ministerial
Council in Paintsville. John loved every minute of service to
God and the Church. He is survived by his wife, Judith CarrBack, who is a retired local pastor.

From the moment he committed himself to Christ, Brent lived
to proclaim the Gospel – that Christ died so we could live. He
answered the call, pursued with vigor the work to which God
had appointed him, preached, taught and did the work of a
pastor. Then on Feb. 8, 2017, Brent completed his work and
answered the final call from his Lord…the call to come home.
After he had served the will of God in his lifetime, he fell asleep.
					~Acts 13:36
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DONALD STEVEN BARNETT
March 29, 1948 – March 30, 2017

PLEASIE LAVON CLEM
August 2, 1929 - January 21, 2017

The Rev. Donald S. Barnett, 69, went to be
with his Lord on March 30, 2017, at King’s
Daughters Medical Center in Ashland,
Kentucky, with his family at his side.

Pleasie Lavon Clem, 87, died Jan. 21,
2017, in Nicholasville, Kentucky.
He was born Aug. 2, 1929, the son of
the late Ed and Edith Clem of Irvine,
Kentucky. He was preceded in death by his wife of 56 years,
Edna Louise Clem; by one sister, Ruby Walls; and by three
brothers, Linville, Stan and Marvin Clem.

He was born in Winchester, Kentucky, on March 29, 1948,
to the late Helen Reffitt Barnett and James Barnett. He is
survived by his father; his loving wife of 25 years, Cynthia Blair
Barnett; his children, Cindy Barnett of Lexington, Kentucky,
and Christopher Barnett of Florence, Kentucky; his sister, Pam
Brinson of Hattiesburg, Mississippi; and several nieces and
nephews.

Survivors include two sons, John Clem and James (Anna)
Clem; one daughter, Sherry Presley; an adopted son, Scott
(Sheila) Clem; six grandchildren, Andrew Clem, Adam Clem,
John David Clem, Randy Holman, Christopher Presley and
Rebecca Clem; nine great-grandchildren, Madeline, Chase,
Colin, Grayson, Danielle, Aubrey, Izabella and Joshua Clem
and Becca Lynn Presley. He is also survived by daughterin-law, Susan Clem; one brother, Donald Clem; four sisters,
Edna Kelley, Anne Fussell, Sue Neikirk and Billie Sharon
(Bob) Robinson; and one sister-in-law, Madonna Clem.

Don was a graduate of Clark County High School in
Winchester, the University of Kentucky and United Theological
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.
He entered into ministry in 1971 from Mt. Zion United
Methodist Church and served in the Kentucky Annual
Conference before retiring to Ashland in 2011.

Lavon was a retired minister, having served the Lord
in eastern Kentucky for 30 years. He was a member of
Nicholasville United Methodist Church since 1961 and
taught the Wise Sunday School Class for 14 years.

He often referred to the Bible as “my worldview” and stated,
“My life’s purpose is to so live in relation to Jesus Christ that
any and all who come into contact with me see Him.” He
continually professed and modeled his personal statement
of call: “Disciplining disciples who disciple disciples of Jesus
Christ.” In 2011, his last year of ministry, he received the
Harry Denman Evangelism Award from the Kentucky Annual
Conference.

Memorial services were held Jan. 28, 2017, at Nicholasville
UMC. Lavon, an Army veteran, was buried with his wife at
Camp Nelson National Cemetery.

His places of service include El Bethel UMC and Shiloh
UMC in the Lexington District; Epworth UMC in Covington;
Cannonsburg UMC and Liberty UMC in Casey County;
Louisa First UMC, Hazard Bowman Memorial UMC and
Paintsville First UMC.
In addition to being a faithful and dedicated servant of the
church, he loved spending time with his family and especially
enjoyed UK basketball.
Services to honor Don were held April 3, 2017, at Kilgore
Collier Funeral Home in Catlettsburg, Kentucky. Officiating
were his nephew, Dr. Ike Nicholson of Ashland, and friend and
colleague the Rev. Debra Massengale. Burial followed in Golden
Oaks Memorial Gardens.
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DONNIE N.CRENSHAW
Jan. 28, 1923 – May 20, 2016

SILAS ERVIN GENTRY
June 23, 1932 – December 1, 2016

The Rev. Donnie N. Crenshaw, Sr., 93, died
May 20, 2016.

The Rev. Silas “Ervin” Gentry, 84, died
Dec. 1, 2016, in Louisville, Kentucky.

He was called “Preacher” throughout most of
his life by most people who were in his life.
This was for good reason. He was a powerful presence in the
pulpit delivering the word of God to the people of God. He also
ministered to God’s people in ways that comforted, affirmed,
and loved them.

He was born in Taylor County (Yuma),
Kentucky. Besides his wife of 65 years,
Lucille Gentry of Louisville, he is survived by two sons and
one daughter, David Gentry of Indiana, Stanley Gentry
of Owensboro and Marsha Henderson of Louisville; five
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

Preacher came from a Bullitt County farm background. In his
late teens, he became a master welder and built LSTs at Jeffboat
before joining the U.S. Army during World War II. During this
time, the Lord laid a claim on him for ministry. His wife, Edna
Catherine, and his minister at that time, the Rev. Felix Sanders,
were instrumental in his hearing and following the call. Edna
Catherine was a tremendous support and partner throughout
Preacher’s ministry. She worked to ensure his education from
Kentucky Wesleyan College and the Southern Baptist Seminary.

Ervin was educated at Campbellsville Grade School and
High School, Lindsey Wilson College, Campbellsville
College and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He
was a proud member of Lindsey Wilson College Golden
Alumni Society (2015).
Ervin served his country honorably in the Army and was
a veteran of the Korean Conflict. He was awarded the
Occupational Medal ( Japan), Presidential Unit Citation
(Republic of Korea) and the Korean Service Medal with three
Bronze Camp Stars.

Preacher became a member of the Louisville Annual Conference
of the Methodist Church in 1949 and was active in ministry for
36 years retiring in 1985. During his active ministry, Preacher
served the congregations of Kenwood, Brandenburg, Audubon
Park, Buechel, Watkins and St. John.

Ervin served as a minister of the Louisville Conference from
1963 to 1994. His appointments included: West Monticello
Circuit (Bethesda/Edwards Chapel/Keens Chapel/Cabell
Grove/Sandy Valley), Monticello; Mt. Zion/Tallow Creek,
Campbellsville; Glendale/Rineyville/Ridge Spring/Smith
Chapel, Glendale; Calvary, Louisville; Immanuel, Louisville;
Radcliff, Radcliff; Oakdale, Louisville; Island/Worthington,
Island; Earlington, Earlington.

Preacher’s first appointment was to start Kenwood Methodist
Church (now Epiphany United Methodist Church) that began
a new wave of church plantings in the Louisville Annual
Conference after years of no new church growth. Preacher was
instrumental in the success of this conference endeavor that
continues to be of service to the kingdom of God and God’s
people. Moreover, it is conservatively estimated that, due to
Preacher’s influence and nurturing, more than 12 men and
women went into congregational ministry and many others into
missionary service. The seeds of his ministry were and continue
to be far-reaching. He was a wonderful spiritual leader.

Ervin was a member of the Masons and Shriners
organizations, was recognized for his work with Hospice, was
a Disabled American Veteran life member, was an amateur
radio operator and belonged to a woodcarvers’ group.
He was laid to rest in Campbellsville Memorial Gardens.

Preacher had a joyous spirit and a warm heart. His witness to his
Lord was evident in the way he approached life. He thoroughly
enjoyed God’s creation and, despite whatever hardship and
suffering, embraced life and all its blessings!
Preacher said that his greatest privilege in life was to be called
by God to be a United Methodist minister. He was indeed a
committed, dedicated and faithful servant of the Lord. Without
a doubt, his name can be among the roll call of those who served
the Lord and the Kentucky (Louisville) Annual Conference
with distinction and honor. May his memory be eternal.
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DAVID LEE HILTON
June 11, 1935-July 29, 2016

DENNIS FRANKLIN KINLAW
June 26, 1922 – April 10, 2017

The Rev. David Lee Hilton, 81, died
July 29, 2016, after a long illness.

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Franklin Kinlaw, 94,
slipped into the presence of Jesus on April 10,
2017, at his home in Wilmore, Kentucky.

He was born in Maysville, Kentucky,
and grew up primarily in Frankfort,
Kentucky. He credits members of Frankfort First United
Methodist Church with loving him into life as a child and
teenager. It was his great joy to return in 1993 as pastor of
that congregation, his final appointment in the Kentucky
Annual Conference.
Before his appointment to Frankfort, he served as pastor
of Kentucky United Methodist congregations in London,
Middlesboro, Danville, Morehead and Lexington, as
conference council director, and superintendent of the
Red Bird Missionary Conference. Before his appointment
to London, he served seven years as a missionary of the
General Board of Global Ministries in Malaysia.
He was active in the work of the Kentucky Council of
Churches, was a member of the executive committee of
the World Methodist Council and served on many boards,
agencies, committees and commissions of the United
Methodist Church. He served for a number of years as
the secretary/treasurer of the Magee Christian Education
Foundation. He graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan
College and earned two degrees from Duke Divinity
School.
He had a great interest in end-of-life issues and in
spiritual care and was a presenter at numerous local and
national events. He found great meaning in his work with
hospice and was grateful to receive hospice care during his
final illness.
Following retirement he soon took a job as chaplain with
Hospice of the Bluegrass, a continuation of earlier work as
a hospice volunteer in various communities in Kentucky
and Ohio. He served as chaplain with Hospice Care of
Middletown, Ohio, and worked to establish Otterbein
Hospice, serving as its first chaplain until illness forced his
final retirement. He also served as a member of the staff at
First United Methodist Church in Middletown.
For many years David spent time in retreat at the Abbey
of Gethsemani and turned to the inner life of being as a
balance to all the doing and began to realize that who he
was more important than what he did. Contemplation
began to be a part of his daily life. Looking inward
brought him solace during the forced inactivity of his long
illness.
David is survived by his wife, Mary Lois; son David
Everett and his wife Anne; son Stuart; daughter Sarah
Hilton-Watson and her children, Alexander and
Catherine; four sisters and their spouses and children as
well as an aunt and numerous cousins.

He was born June 26, 1922, in Lumberton,
North Carolina, to the late Wade and Sally Kinlaw. He was a 1943
graduate of Asbury College. In addition to serving as student body
president, he was president of the freshman, sophomore and senior
classes, volunteered in a college missionary society, led the debate
team for three years and served as religion editor of the Collegian
student newspaper. After graduating, he married his classmate and
beloved wife of 59 years, Elsie Blake, who died in 2003.
He graduated from Asbury Theological Seminary in 1946. He was
ordained a full member in the North Carolina Annual Conference
in 1951 and transferred his membership to the Kentucky Annual
Conference in 1969. He pursued further studies at Princeton
Theological Seminary and the University of Edinburgh, Scotland,
and received his master’s (1963) and doctorate (1967) degrees from
Brandeis University. He also served as the first pastor of Loudonville
Community Church in Loudonville, New York, from 1952-1963 as
well as a visiting professor at Seoul Theological Seminary.
In 1968, Dennis accepted an invitation to serve as president of
Asbury College, now Asbury University. Under his leadership,
Asbury added a department of student affairs, created new majors
including social work and computer science, and hired many new
faculty members.
During his two tenures (1968-81 and 1986-91), he charted
the course for a period of spiritual revival, enriched academics
and unprecedented enrollment growth at the Christian,
multidenominational, liberal arts school in Wilmore. Also during his
tenure, Asbury built the Kresge women’s residence hall and adopted a
plan for minority recruitment. In 1983, Dennis founded the Francis
Asbury Society in Wilmore. He also served as chairman of the board
for OMS International for 30 years.
In June 2001, Asbury dedicated a new $14 million library named for
Dr. Kinlaw and his wife, recognizing their lasting impact on Asbury
and the lifelong difference they made in the lives of students.
Dr. Kinlaw gave his life to the proclamation of the gospel around the
world through preaching, teaching and writing. He was a lifelong
learner who sought after God all the days of his life. He will be
remembered for his laughter, love of his Savior, his family and all
things theological.
He was preceded in death by his four siblings, Wade Kinlaw,
Lorraine Black, Fran Moore and Hazel Hanke. Survivors include
his five children, Beth Coppedge (Al), Dennis Kinlaw Jr., Katy
Key (Stan), Sally Babcock (Bruce) and Susie Masters (Rick); 16
grandchildren and 35 great-grandchildren.
A celebration of life service was held April 15, 2017, at Asbury.
Burial was in Wilmore Cemetery.
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ROLAND PRESTON LAWRENCE
January 20, 1938 – January 18, 2017

HARRY GARRETT LEWIS
April 19, 1932 – February 16, 2017

Roland Preston Lawrence, 78, of Smiths
Grove, Kentucky, died Jan. 18, 2017, after a
long battle with cancer.

Rev. Harry Garrett Lewis, 84, of
Owensboro, left this world to forever
live with Jesus on Feb. 16, 2017.

He was born on Jan. 20, 1938, son of the
late Renick and Lela Lawrence. He grew up in Barren County,
helping his parents tend their country store in Merry Oaks. They
eventually moved to a farm outside of Smiths Grove in Warren
County that Roland farmed for the rest of his life. The farm
was as much his home as any house he lived in, and it remains a
family farm still.

He was born April 19, 1932, to
Hobert and Edith Mae Lewis in Welch, West Virginia.
Harry served 12 years in the U.S. Army’s, 101st Airborne
Division. After his military service, Harry answered God’s
calling to become a minister for the United Methodist
Church.
Harry received his bachelor’s degree from Kentucky
Wesleyan College and went on to attend the Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, where he received
his Master of Divinity Degree. Harry served as pastor of
several Methodist churches throughout western Kentucky
during his 40-plus years of ministry.

He met his one true love, Virginia ( Jenny) in 1958, and they
married on Jan. 2, 1960, enjoying 57 years of marriage and
having three children along the way, Deborah, Richard, and
Elizabeth. They were later blessed with eight grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.
Roland graduated from Western Kentucky University in 1961
with a degree in biology. He felt called to preach while attending
a service at Smiths Grove United Methodist Church in 1967
and began pastoring in 1968. He served at many churches over
the years in places such as Bonnieville, Morgantown, Woodbury,
Bowling Green, Smiths Grove, Rochester and Russellville. He
served on a mission trip to Belize in 1974.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 68 years, Sadie
Mae Lewis, and brothers Tim, Larry and Don Lewis. He
is survived by two sons, Joe (Delores) Wilson and Harry
Russell Lewis; two sisters, Mildred Allen and Rosemary
Noel; and a brother, Bill Lewis.
He enjoyed fishing, hunting and spending time with family
and friends. However, above all he enjoyed his ministry to
God’s people.

He was a devoted pastor who preached from God’s word and
always spoke what he felt God had laid on his heart. He used
his entire life, not just Sunday mornings, to minister to others,
and his actions were a testament to his beliefs. He was kind,
generous, and always willing to share his love of Christ. He was
loved by his many parishioners and even had a church named
after him, Roland’s Chapel, in Butler County. He retired from
active ministry in 2003. Roland was a member of Smiths Grove
UMC and regularly attended Flat Rock United Methodist
Church after his retirement.
He had many interests and was an avid reader and constant
learner. His three biggest passions outside the church and
the farm were the Smiths Grove Lions Club, Lady Topper
basketball and the American Beefalo Association. He was a
proud member of the Smiths Grove Lions Club for 32 years
and tried his best never to miss a meeting or event. He served
as president as well as other offices within the club. He also
loved his Lady Toppers. He never missed a home game if he
could help it and followed away games on TV or radio. He was
a season-ticket holder and attended games regularly for more
than 30 years. On the farm, he raised Beefalo cattle and joined
the national association in 1992. He served as Kentucky chapter
president for many years and was actively involved with raising
this breed of cattle and spreading the word about its benefits.
His funeral was held in Smiths Grove at Hardy & Son Funeral
Home with burial in Smiths Grove Cemetery. He was greatly
loved by his family, friends and parishioners and will be truly
missed.
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JAMES HAROLD LOY
August 18, 1940 - April 9, 2017

WILLIAM H. MCKAIN JR.
September 29, 1930 – July 29, 2016

James H. Loy, 76, died April 9, 2017 in Bowling
Green.

Rev. Dr. William H. McKain Jr.,
85, a former professor at Asbury
Theological Seminary, died July 29,
2016, at the Hosparus Inpatient
Care Center in Louisville, Kentucky.

He was born to Anthus, Jr. and Audra Loy in
Adair County, Kentucky, on Aug. 18, 1940. He
grew up near Green River. He met his wife, Brenda Upchurch, when
he attended a Revival her father was preaching at Jones Chapel UMC
(Taylor County). James not only found his soon to be wife (of 55
years) that night, but he also fell in love with Jesus Christ. The next
night of the Revival he brought the remaining members of his family
and they all became Christians. A few months later he accepted the
Call to Preach.
He was valedictorian of the Taylor County High School graduating
class of 1960. He earned an associate’s degree from Lindsey Wilson
College, a bachelor’s degree from Western Kentucky University and a
master’s degree from Emory University.
James became a member of the Louisville Conference in 1966, where
he faithfully served 12 appointments until retirement in 2002. One
of his most prized positions was serving as evangelism chair of the
Conference. He also served as superintendent to Hopkinsville and
Ashland districts. From 1973 to 1977 he was director of development
at Lindsey Wilson College while teaching religious studies.
He passionately followed God’s calling “to heed, to lead, and to feed.”
He had a heart for the lost/unsaved and compassion for those outside
the church. At his first appointment he had four small, rural churches
in Allen County, Kentucky. After their first charge conference, he had
seen 29 people converted and had taken 55 people into the church.
After retiring, James and Brenda relocated to Greensburg, Kentucky,
where he served as pastor emeritus of Greensburg UMC and taught
an adult Sunday school class. During the early part of his retirement,
he also served as interim pastor at Campbellsville First UMC. He
had a successful ministry there; his fire and zeal in the pulpit were still
very much alive.
After serving as interim, a devastating fog began to overtake his
mind. His once-sharp photogenic memory became opaque. Familiar
passages of scripture were strange and foreign to him. As his family
had feared, he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.
God didn’t forget his faithful servant. While residing at
compassionate facilities in Elizabethtown, Campbellsville and
Bowling Green, the Master always lovingly worked to ensure that
James received the medical care he needed. Although his memory
was slipping through his fingers, he never lost his call to ministry. His
spirit remained willing even though his mind was growing weaker.
“Do you know my Jesus?” he could be heard asking other residents/
staff on a good day. His family believes that on Palm Sunday, April
9, our Lord and Savior put his arms around James and asked the
heavenly hosts, “Saints, do you know my James?” “Yes, we do,” they no
doubt replied. “Many of us are here because he gave – of himself, of
his life, of his love.”
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He was a native of Hobbs, New Mexico. He was a
geologist and later became a minister in the United
Methodist Church, where he served as pastor of many
congregations. His last assignment was Harrison Avenue
United Methodist Church in Clarksville, Indiana.
Rev. McKain was ordained an elder in United Methodist
Church in 1973. He was a professor at Asbury Seminary
from 1973-1978 and director of Chaplaincy and Pastoral
Care at the old Methodist Evangelical Hospital in
Louisville from 1978-1993.
He is survived by three sons, Thomas W. McKain, M.D.
(Pat) of New Albany, Indiana, J. Chris McKain (Colleen)
McKain of Charlestown, Indiana and David W.McKain
(Lisa) of Hamilton, Ohio; two daughters, Kathy D.
Hankins of Salem, Indiana and Lynn Jacobs (Doug) of
Hamilton; 12 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.
Burial was in Friendship United Methodist Church
Cemetery.

WILLIAM EDWARD PARKER
February 12, 1931 – March 24, 2017

CHARLES T. PINKSTON
March 19, 1929 – November 12, 2016

The Rev. William Edward Parker, 86,
of Florence, Kentucky, died March
24, 2017.

The Rev. Dr. Charles T. Pinkston, 87, died Nov. 12,
2016, in Versailles, Kentucky.

Originally from Fort Thomas,
Kentucky, Bill was a graduate of Asbury College and
Candler School of Theology, Emory University. He
served more than a dozen churches throughout his 40year ministry in the Kentucky Conference.
In addition to his love for family, humor, food and
fellowship, it is appropriate to pay tribute to his love of
both the institution of the United Methodist Church
and the individual congregations and people him and his
late wife, Gladys Parker, had the pleasure of serving over
the years.
Not only did they serve the people of many churches,
those people also served them by helping in so many
countless ways over the years. Their sons were always
thankful for all those people who loved and supported
their parents over the years.
Bill remained active in Florence United Methodist
Church after his retirement in 1994, right up until the
time of his passing. He helped visit sick members or
visitors. He loved not only attending, but also helping
to teach his Sunday school class. Both he and Gladys
loved the many friends they made in Merry Makers and
within the congregation at FUMC.
Bill went to be with his wife in his 86th year on March
24, 2017. In addition to his beloved wife of 61 years,
he was preceded in death by a son, John Mark Parker;
parents Leon and Edna Parker; and a brother, Emmert
Parker. He is survived by one son, David (Darlene)
Parker; four grandchildren, Rachel, Andy, Cory and
Sarah; and one great-grandchild, Brandon.

Charles was born March 19, 1929, in Union
County, Kentucky. He and his wife, Frances, met at
Asbury College and were married for 67 years. They have three children,
four grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.
Charles received his call to the ministry at the age of 10. The scripture
that came to his mind was John 4:35 “… Lift up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” He went in the house
and asked his mother if that was in the Bible. She said, “I will find out
for you.” (She was not a Christian at the time.)
Charles was a graduate of Asbury College, attended Asbury Theological
Seminary, completed the Methodist conference course of study at
Emory and Duke Universities, and received his Doctor of Divinity from
Kentucky Wesleyan College. He was ordained an elder in the United
Methodist Church in 1956. He was a pastor who loved people: his
goal was to be in the home of every parishioner at least once during his
tenure at that particular church.
He was an active Methodist minister for more than 50 years, serving
churches in both the Louisville and Kentucky Conferences: Hampton
Circuit, Mount Zion-Shakertown, Campbellsburg/Sulphur (an
educational building was built at Campbellsburg and when the
Campbellsburg church later burned, he gave the first $1,000 to
challenge them to rebuild), Trinity-Winchester, Harrodsburg, Versailles,
Epworth-Lexington, and Georgetown.
During his tenure as district superintendent of the Ashland District,
100 percent apportionments were paid each year. He also served as
conference superintendent of the Redbird Missionary Conference,
where he oversaw the purchase of three nine-passenger vans as well as
the Kentucky Conference purchase of a 60-passenger school bus.
While Charles served as conference chairman of missions, he was
instrumental in getting a freshwater system placed in Belize. He was
a delegate to the World Methodist Conference in Hawaii and served
on the boards of the Conference Historical Society, Wesley Village
and Lindsey Wilson College. He served twice as president of the
Winchester-Clark County Ministerial Association, was president of
the Bluegrass Ministerial Association of Lexington and was director of
Adult Work in the Lexington District. He was a Kentucky Colonel.
His charge conference membership upon retirement was at Versailles
United Methodist Church. He continued to serve at Milward Funeral
Home, preaching for vacationing pastors and speaking on behalf of the
Kentucky United Methodist Home for Children and Youth.
His memorial service was held Nov. 19, 2016, at Versailles United
Methodist Church. He was laid to rest in Springhill Cemetery,
Harrodsburg, Kentucky.
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WILLIAM (BILL) MILTON POPE
April 20, 1919 – October 28, 2016

ALICE BONDURANT SCOTT
June 20, 1925 – June 26, 2016

The Rev. William (Bill) Milton Pope, 97,
died on Oct. 28, 2016.

The Rev. Alice Bondurant Scott, 91, died
June 26, 2016, six days after turning 91 and
three months after she and her husband, Jack,
celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary.

He was born on Easter, April 20, 1919,
to George and Verda Pope in Harlan,
Kentucky. As the third son of a large family, he grew up in a
rough-and-tumble environment, following the lead of his two
older brothers. At the age of 10 he dedicated himself to the
Lord and shortly thereafter committed to becoming a minister.

Following are excerpts from an autobiography that she wrote at the
time of her 80th birthday:
“Summer hillsides, oak trees, a cold-flowing creek, playhouses
with three sisters, two brothers, and many cousins, loving
parents and grandparents — this was our household during the
Great Depression. … One day out on the hillside, the soft wind
was blowing and I was eleven years old and thought about life.
It was my first sense of a call, a feeling of needing to express my
thoughts about God and Creation. But women in our world
did not preach, so I decided to become a teacher (and later a
speech pathologist).”

After graduating from high school, he joined his older brothers
at Union College in Barbourville, Kentucky, and together with
a cousin from Harlan, the Popes were the tennis team for the
college. Bill transferred from Union College to Asbury College
in Wilmore, Kentucky, after one year. After he graduated he
went on to enter Asbury Theological Seminary across the
street.

“At the age of fifteen, I married my sweetheart, Jack Scott.
With World War II going on, Jack went into the Navy,
and when I was seventeen I taught a one-room school in
a remote rural area in our county. After the war, I earned a
degree in disorders of human communication with a minor in
psychology, graduating with honors.”

In the last year at the seminary, Bill was introduced by his
sister (who was attending Asbury College) to a young,
attractive woman from west Texas. As things worked out, Bill
ended up marrying Genevieve Yoder following graduation for
both in June 1945 and he was assigned to his first appointment
at the Woodlawn-Beach Fork Charge near Bardstown,
Kentucky. Four years later he was appointed to West Liberty
United Methodist. Before leaving West Liberty for his next
appointment the family now included their two sons.

“Jack read in a magazine one day about women in ministry.
He said, ‘You don’t have an excuse anymore.’ I was 53 years
old when I started my seminary work in 1978 at Louisville
Presbyterian Seminary. … Courses in clinical pastoral
education at Methodist Evangelical Hospital set me on a
journey of ministry to those with critical needs. … I qualified
for my credentials as a chaplain during this period. My next
appointment was to a circuit of two churches. … It was a
good ministry there. Jack and I went on Volunteers in Mission
teams to Haiti, Jamaica and the Dominican Republic, taking
church members and helping them to grow spiritually in those
settings.”

The larger family then moved to Maysville, where Bill was
appointed to Central United Methodist. After that Bill held
appointments at Flemingsburg United Methodist, Danville
Centenary United Methodist, Prestonsburg First United
Methodist, the Maysville District as superintendent and
Immanuel United Methodist in Lakeside Park, Kentucky.
While Bill was district superintendent, he received an
honorary doctor of divinity degree from Kentucky Wesleyan
College. Two of the churches he was serving (West Liberty
and Flemingsburg) received citations from the University
of Kentucky Department of Sociology for outstanding
community involvement and service.

“In the Conference, I served on Conference Board of Trustees,
COSROW, Commission on Archives and History, Committee
on Memoirs and Board of Ordained Ministry, the latter being
a sacred trust to me. I felt a profound responsibility to those
pastors coming through candidacy, and spent much time and
prayer on that. I have served as a mentor for numerous pastors
at different stages in their work. I have served as a spiritual
friend for several pastors from the United Methodist Church
and other faiths.”

During the years Bill was in the Kentucky Annual Conference
he served 12 years on the Board of Evangelism, four years as
secretary. He also served on the Board of Ministerial Training
and the Board of the Ordained Ministers and the Board of
Manager of the Louisville Area Pastor’s School. Among his
most challenging and yet fulfilling positions was serving as
director of the Maysville District Christian Adventure Camp
and president of the Ruggles Camp Meeting.

“Our children and their fields of work include Joan, a historian;
Rachel, an ordained elder in the Kentucky Conference; John,
an attorney; Bill, in international trade; and Ann, a banker.”

Bill lived a rich and full life supported in his life’s work as a
servant of God and spreader of the Word. He is survived by his
wife of 72 years, Genevieve, and his sons, David and Joe, all of
whom live in Maryville, Tennessee.

Addendum: We, Alice Scott’s children, are profoundly grateful for
our mother – her love, her guidance, her wisdom, her strength,
her caring. She ended her autobiography with these words: “This
ministry, of many places and times, I have offered up to God.”
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JAMES A. SHEPHERD
November 28, 1921 – August 13, 2016

JAMES C. STRATTON
January 21, 1935 – May 30, 2016

Dr. James A. Shepherd, personally entered
eternal life on Aug. 13, 2016. He was 94 and
in his 74th year of ordained ministry.

The Rev. James C. Stratton, 81, died May 30,
2016, in Wilmore, Kentucky.
Jim was a beloved pastor of six congregations
during 42 years of ministry across
Southeastern and Central Kentucky. His pastorates were marked
by faithful preaching of the Word, strong mission support,
creative youth work and compassionate community outreach.

Dr. Shepherd was born on Nov. 28, 1921,
in Wilmore, Kentucky, the son of a Kentucky pastor, Dr. W.W.
Shepherd, and his wife, Florence Mildred Shepherd. Growing
up in parsonages, his life was shaped early by the church. Dr.
Shepherd’s immediate family, from his father through his
minister-granddaughter, has the extraordinary legacy of 295
years of ministry in the United Methodist Church.

Jim provided outstanding leadership on the boards of
numerous institutions, including Pikeville College, Pikeville
United Methodist Hospital, Big Sandy Habitat for Humanity,
Henderson Settlement, Red Bird Mission, Aldersgate Camp,
the Methodist Home and Wesley Village. Wesley Village friends
know him for his extraordinary dedication as board chair during
defining years in the early 2000s.

After graduating from Asbury College and Drew University,
Dr. Shepherd returned to Louisville, Kentucky, where he met
and married Rosalie DeYoung Shepherd. They were married 56
years before her death in 2004. The Shepherds were the proud
parents of four children: Dr. Mary John Shepherd Dye, United
Methodist minister in Western North Carolina; Dr. Ruth Ann
Shepherd, retired physician; Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip
Shepherd; and the Rev. Mark Shepherd, United Methodist
pastor in Kentucky.

Born in Meta, Kentucky, Jim was the youngest child of James
Lee and Pluma Stratton. At age 12 he gave his life to Jesus and
felt called to ministry. He went on to be a proud graduate of
Asbury College and Asbury Theological Seminary. While an
undergraduate at Asbury, he had the opportunity one summer to
share his witness as he and four other young men sang, preached
and played basketball throughout the Philippines. While
attending seminary, his love of basketball took him to the college
gymnasium on occasion; it was there he met a young cheerleader,
Colleen Overton, who became the love of his life. They married
in 1959 and enjoyed serving together.

Dr. Shepherd served at Grace Methodist Church, Fourth
Avenue Methodist Church and at Cooper Memorial Methodist.
In 1952, he was appointed to Immanuel Methodist Church in
Fort Mitchell, where the congregation grew by more than 1,000
members. In 1961, he was appointed as pastor of First UMC,
Frankfort, where he brought in 1,000 new members before
becoming the Frankfort district superintendent. Dr. Shepherd
served as pastor of Park UMC in Lexington, Kentucky and
Versailles United Methodist Church. Following his retirement,
he served on the ministerial staff of Southern Hills United
Methodist Church for 15 years before returning to Frankfort
First UMC as minister in residence in 2006.

A hallmark of Jim’s ministry was his commitment to “Faith
Promise Giving to Missions,” enabling persons to pledge bold
amounts “in faith” above and beyond their usual church support.
His passion for mission support intensified when in 1987 he met
and formed a lasting friendship with the son of a Muslim prince,
Bishop Ayo Ladigbolu from Nigeria, at a Methodist gathering in
Ghana, West Africa. On his return from Africa, Jim introduced
a young pediatrician, Dr. Tina Slusher, to the bishop. She now
spends three months each year as a medical missionary while
maintaining her U.S. practice. Dr. Slusher shared, “Rev. Stratton
remains my favorite pastor because he continues to show me
Christ in a way no one else ever has.”

Dr. Shepherd never met a stranger. He believed in personal
connections and pastoral visitation. Many people joined the
churches he served because he made a pastoral call even while
their moving truck was unloading! Hundreds of his parishioners
considered him part of their family because of his presence in
times of crises.

The true power of Jim’s ministry was prayer. A fellow pastor said,
“When Jim says he will pray for you, he will back it up with daily
prayer and regular fasting.”

In addition to his college and seminary degrees, Dr. Shepherd
received a Masters of Theology, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary
(1947); a Doctorate of Divinity, Kentucky Wesleyan College
(1964); and a Doctorate of Ministry, Louisville Presbyterian
Seminary (1978). He served on Kentucky Wesleyan’s Board of
Trustees for 39 years, becoming trustee emeritus in 2004. He
was always proud that his children and grandchildren earned 26
academic degrees and five terminal degrees. He was an articulate,
well-read preacher and underscored the importance of learning
by supporting college and post-college education for his family
and others. Dr. Shepherd was an articulate preacher of the gospel
and dedicated his life to applying the Christian faith to life, and
teaching others to do the same.

In Pikeville, he was pivotal in beginning a ministry that in 25
years has aided thousands with assistance for rent, utility bills,
medicine and other special needs. He also helped found the Big
Sandy Habitat for Humanity which in one seven-day stretch
built 21 homes led by former President Jimmy Carter.
When asked to name an important goal in life, Jim said, “To
raise a family that loves God, who are people of integrity, and who
make a positive difference in the world.” God honored Jim’s goal
with three sons, three daughters-in-love and six grandchildren.
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TERRY SULLIVAN
January 18, 1948 – August 9, 2016

ROBERT WALLACE
July 7, 1927 – Jan. 29, 2017

Terry Sullivan died Aug. 9, 2016, at
the age of 68.

The Rev. Robert (Bob) Wallace, 89, of Richmond,
Kentucky, died Jan. 29, 2017, at Telford Terrace in
Richmond.

Terry was born Jan. 18, 1948, in
Columbia, Kentucky, the son of
the late Clifton and Alma Alley Sullivan. He married
Linda Voils and to this union two children were born,
Carrie and Jessie. Terry and Linda celebrated nearly 45
years of marriage until Linda’s passing in January 2010.
In 2013, Terry married Brenda Burton, who survives his
passing.
As a young man, Terry gave his life to Jesus Christ
at Beckham Ridge Church in Russell County. In his
mid-20s, Terry was called to preach. After receiving the
call, he stayed up for weeks reading the Bible for hours
on end. Prior to his service in the United Methodist
Church, Terry served many years as a Separate Baptist
pastor. Terry was instrumental in the reopening of
Pleasant Hill Church in Russell County.
For several years of ministry, Terry was a bi-vocational
pastor. He worked for both the city of Russell
Springs and the city of Jamestown, where he was the
superintendent of the Water Waste Management Plant.
Terry also served many years on the Russell Springs
Volunteer Fire Department.
Terry began ministry in the United Methodist Church
in 1995 and served as a full-time local pastor for more
than 11 years. Terry pastored the following churches:
Breeding, Emory’s Chapel, Antioch, and Jones’
Chapel (Adair County); Red Lick (Metcalfe County);
Marrowbone and Grider’s Chapel (Cumberland
County); and Maupin and Concord (Clinton County).
Terry enjoyed working on the Walk to Emmaus, where
he served both as a weekend spiritual/assistant director,
and for a few years as the community spiritual director
of the Lake Cumberland Area Emmaus Community.
One of the things that Terry enjoyed to do on the
Emmaus weekends was to recite his famous “Book of
Parables.” In addition, Terry was a gunsmith and an
avid chess player.
Terry is survived by his wife, Brenda Sullivan; his
daughters, Carrie Janes (Rev. Steve Janes) and Jessie
Hopper (Matt); four stepchildren, Marty, Mike and
Scott Smith and Mesti Harrell; one brother, Gary
Sullivan (Elenore) and a host of grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
A “Celebration of Life” service was held at Russell
Springs First United Methodist Church on Aug. 13,
2016, with the Revs. Calvin Johnson, Joe Sullivan and
Jim Kingry officiating.

Bob started preaching in his early teens at small
rural churches in his native Pulaski County. He heard God’s call to
the ministry in his 20s. After finishing seminary at Duke University in
1955, Bob began his pastoral career in Burlington, North Carolina. He
was one of very few white ministers who marched with black civil rights
marchers in Greensboro, North Carolina.
Bob moved to Kentucky in 1958, serving in Williamsburg, Middlesboro,
Lynch, Danville, Fort Thomas, Cynthiana and Nicholasville, finally
retiring from Richmond UMC in June 1992. A year later, Bob was
asked to serve again as a pastor emeritus of visitation.
In each of the churches he served, Bob wanted the congregation to
be aware of and to financially support the work of the conference and
the missionaries in foreign countries. He emphasized benevolence
ministry. In towns where he served, he cooperated with ministers of
other churches to meet the needs of residents, as well as people passing
through, for housing, food and clothing.
Bob encouraged every congregation he served to be willing to
financially help people in need. Bob believed as Jesus stressed, that
we were serving Christ when we cared for the hungry, the thirsty, the
naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. Bob thought that Jesus wanted
us to do these things not just as a sense of duty, but because we should
nurture within us Christ’s heart of compassion.
In 1968, Bob enthusiastically supported the union of the predominantly
white United Methodist Church and the predominantly black
Evangelical United Brethren Church. He and the pastor of the former
EUB congregation would occasionally swap pulpits..
Bob believed the future of the church depended on reaching and
serving young people. He was a leader in the Kentucky Conference’s
decision to buy the land and develop Aldersgate Camp & Retreat
Center. He served on the board of Lindsey Wilson College and on
the Board of Pensions, helping to improve the compensation of retired
ministers. Also, Bob believed strongly in teaching Bible study. He wrote
several articles for Methodist educational publications and taught the
“Disciples” study at Richmond FUMC.
Bob was known for loving people, his beautiful speaking voice and his
public prayers. He was often chosen to lead prayer for public occasions
and civic events. Bob began every day by giving thanks to God and
ended the day in the same way. He stressed the need to regularly pray
and study Scripture, and he preached love, forgiveness and service. Bob
emphasized Jesus’s commandment, “We are to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves.”
Survivors include his wife of 39 years, Ginger Wallace, of Richmond.
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Phyllis, in 1975.
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CLORENE CLARK BLANKENSHIP
March 12, 1923 – December 11, 2016

COLLEEN BOUSER
December 31, 1957 – June 5, 2016

Clorene Clark Blankenship, 93, widow of
the Rev. Charles Garnet Blankenship, died
Dec. 11, 2016.

Colleen Bouser, 58, of Owensboro, widow
of the late Rev. James Robert “Bob” Bouser,
died June 5, 2016, at Owensboro Health
Regional Hospital.

She married Rev. Blankenship on July 3,
1968. He died Aug. 22, 1969, in Allen County, Kentucky. She
lived in Fountain Run, Kentucky, in Monroe County.

She was born Dec. 31, 1957, in Jefferson County to the late
Richard Earl and Lorene Sharpe Humphress. Colleen was a
member of Settle Memorial United Methodist Church and a
graduate of Kentucky Wesleyan College. She enjoyed music,
playing board games, collecting model lighthouses and Precious
Moments miniatures. She especially loved spending time with
her children.

During his long years of service, Rev. Blankenship regarded his
years with his church as a serious, sacred calling. He was loved
and respected as a devoted pastor and community worker.
Clorene’s time with him at the end of his life was all too brief.

Colleen was preceded in death by her husband on Aug. 13,
2011, and by her brother, David Earl Humphress, in 2013.
Surviving are her sons, Blake Bouser and Brian Bouser, both of
Owensboro; two grandchildren; her sister, Linda Bridwell of
Louisville; and a very special friend, Rachel Pritchard and her
husband, Robert, of Owensboro.
Her funeral was held in the Shepherd Center at Settle
Memorial United Methodist Church. Committal services and
burial were in Evergreen Cemetery in Louisville.
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MAGGIE SUE CRADDOCK
May 26, 1932 – June 28, 2016

BARBARA CHAUVIN CURRY
September 21, 1930 - June 1, 2016

Maggie Sue Craddock, 84, wife of the
Rev. Harvey Craddock Sr., died June 28,
2016.

Barbara Chauvin Curry, 85, widow of
Dr. James Curry, died June 1, 2016, at
her Franklin, Kentucky, residence.

She was born May 26, 1932, in Grayson
County, Kentucky. She was preceded in death by her
parents, Oliver and Stella Etherton, and sisters, Anna Mae
Skaggs and Mary Riggs.

She was the daughter of the late L.S.
Chauvin and Lucille Wilson Chauvin and a native of
Franklin. She was a graduate of Franklin Simpson High
School, Western Kentucky University (bachelor’s degree)
and the University of Louisville (master of arts degree).
Her passion for education was evident in her career, which
included serving as principal at Shryock Elementary
in Louisville, and teaching at Fern Creek Elementary
in Louisville, Hopkinsville Elementary, Henderson
Elementary and Franklin Elementary.

She professed faith in Christ at an early age at Dorsey
Chapel United Methodist Church in Hart County,
Kentucky. She married Rev. Craddock on Aug. 22, 1953, at
Sonora United Methodist Church. Always supportive of
her husband in his ministry, she was a dedicated member
of the Methodist Church wherever he was pastoring. She
was constantly by his side, in as many as three services on
Sunday.

Barbara was a devout member of Franklin First United
Methodist Church. She also took an active role in her late
husband’s ministries. She loved music and played the organ
and piano, as well as serving as an enthusiastic member of
her church choir. Barbara was passionate about her church,
her family, her friends and all things related to education.

A prayer warrior in times of trial and triumph, she was an
ever-faithful servant of the Lord. She was a friend to all
and never met a stranger. She was never too busy to stop
and help someone in need. She was always cooking up
something in the kitchen and selflessly serving others. She
was not only a loving mother and grandmother, but a dear
friend to many. Deeply missed by her loved ones, she never
strays too far from their minds and hearts.

Survivors include her brother, L. Stanley Chauvin Jr.
(C’Allen) of Louisville; her nephews, L. Stanley Chauvin
III (Mary Rives) of Louisville and Judge A.C. McKay
Chauvin (Laura) of Louisville; her niece, Jacqueline L.
Chauvin of Louisville; her great-nieces, Katherine Clarke
Chauvin, Lucy Barber Chauvin and Claire Walker Chauvin,
all of Louisville; and her great-nephew, Jack Chauvin of
Louisville.

Besides her beloved husband of 62 years, she is survived
by sons Harvey Craddock Jr. and Danny Craddock;
daughters Belinda Craddock, Linda Winters, and Sharon
Mays (Harry); brother Bill Etherton; sister Geneva Floyd
(Tallas); seven grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grandchild.

A memorial service was held June 4, 2016, at Franklin First
UMC. Burial followed in Greenlawn Cemetery.

The funeral was July 1, 2016, at Cub Run United Methodist
Church, arranged by Brown Funeral Home with the Revs.
Neil Janes and Bruce Lee officiating. Burial was at Cub
Run Cemetery in Cub Run, Kentucky.
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BETTY EVERSOLE ROBERTS HART
December 19, 1933 – April 4, 2017

GENEVA M. HILL
October 26, 1918– April 16, 2017

Betty Eversole Roberts Hart, 83, of
Louisville, who was married to the late Rev.
James Patten “Pat” Roberts, died April 4,
2017.

Geneva M. Hill, 98, of Maysville, Kentucky,
widow of the late Randall Hill, Died April
16, 2017, at Maysville Nursing and Rehab.
Mrs. Hill was born Oct. 26, 1918, in
Harrison County, Kentucky, daughter of the late Reynolds and
Edna Ross Hill.

She was born Dec. 19, 1933, in Typo, Kentucky, to the late
Preston and Gertrude Wooten Eversole. As the youngest of
eight children, she adored her older siblings and delighted in
playing with and caring for her nieces and nephews in their
early years.
Betty was a retired high school English and Spanish teacher
known for her faith, her generosity, and her love for family and
education. She earned an associate’s degree from Lee College
in Tennessee, a bachelor’s degree from Eastern Kentucky
University and a master’s degree from Western Kentucky
University.
Betty was a member of Russell Springs United Methodist
Church. Over the last year, she was cared for by the wonderful
staff of Signature Healthcare at Rockford Rehab and Wellness
in Louisville, Kentucky.
She was preceded in death by her first husband, Rev. Roberts,
along with three brothers and four sisters.
Survivors include her son, Jonathan ( Julie) Roberts of
Louisville; her granddaughter, Julia Roberts of Bucyrus, Ohio;
her husband, Donald Hart of Russell Springs, and his children,
David Hart and Alan (Annie) Hart, and grandson, Andrew
Hart, all of Louisville; and many loving nieces and nephews.
She also is survived by longtime friends Charles and Diane
Blankenship, and their daughter, Madelaine, of Russell Springs,
Kentucky.
The funeral was April 6, 2017, at Dixon-Atwood & Trowbridge
Funeral Home. Burial followed in Elizabethtown Memorial
Gardens.
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SARAH H. OWEN
December 20, 1920 – June 28, 2016

MONTIE WESLEY
July 23, 1925 – July 10, 2016

Sarah H. Owen, 95, of Owensboro,
Kentucky, wife of the late Rev.
Marshall Owen, died June 28, 2016, at
Owensboro Health Regional Hospital.

Montie Wesley, 90, widow of the Rev. Leon
Wesley, died July 10, 2016, at Sts. Mary &
Elizabeth Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky.
She was born July 23, 1925, in Pulaski
County, Kentucky. She was the daughter of the late Oscar and
Flonnie Burton.

Sarah served beside her husband for 48½ years. Rev. Owen
died Nov. 17, 1988.
Sarah was active in United Methodist Women, holding
office at the local and district levels. She was active in
Christian women’s clubs, youth clubs and camps at Loucon.
She sang in the choir, taught Sunday School and was
active in senior citizens groups. Upon the 50th anniversary
of Marshall’s ministry, they were presented with an
unforgettable trip to the Holy Land by the churches they
had served. Sarah, in her 80s, also traveled to Africa to visit
the Methodist-supported college in Zimbabwe.

Montie and Leon Wesley had been married for 12 years and
had two children when Leon entered the ministry at age 35.
Montie was a devoted full-time mother and minister’s wife and
enjoyed the challenges of her new life.
She took great pride in keeping the parsonage ready for any
type of meeting or visit from church members. She always left
the parsonage in better condition than when they moved in.
Leon retired from the Kentucky Conference of the Methodist
Church in June 1989 and they moved to Fort Walton Beach,
Florida, in 1995. Leon died May 5, 1997, and Montie
continued to live in Fort Walton Beach for several more years.

Sarah was a member of St. John United Methodist Church
in Owensboro. Until her last brief illness, she regularly
attended church and as many related programs as her health
would permit.

In June 2002, she moved to Louisville and bought a new patio
home at the Village of Wesley Manor. She became an active
volunteer at Wesley Manor.

She was a bright light and an inspiration to all who came in
contact with her. Her love of butterflies was widely known
and she had a collection of more than 200 pieces of jewelry,
as well as other décor reflecting her taste in fashion. She
was rarely seen without a butterfly perched on her shoulder.

She was a talented artist, seamstress and interior decorator. She
was the “artist in residence” in her years at Wesley Manor and
contributed much of her work through their Christmas cards,
notecards and paintings to be auctioned off to raise money for
Wesley Manor.

Sarah was a homemaker and enjoyed cooking, sewing,
needlework and reading. Her lifelong motto was: “My life is
God’s gift to me. What I do with my life is my gift to God.”
Her motto reflected the message found in Philippians 4:13:
“I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.”

Montie is survived by her son, Stephen Burton Wesley, and his
wife, Kun “Wanna” Wesley; her daughter, Greta Wesley; one
grandson, Thomas Jayson Wesley; one great-granddaughter,
Isobel Wesley; and three sisters, Jewell Brammel, Lillian
Marrow (Tom), and Christine Shadoan (Ben).

She is survived by four children, six grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. Burial was in Providence UMC
Cemetery.

Burial was in Beal Memorial Cemetery in Fort Walton Beach,
Florida, beside her husband.

23

24

Kentucky Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
Service of Commissioning and Ordination
GATHERING
PRELUDE

Worthy is the Lamb
Arr. Allen Pote
		
PROCESSIONAL HYMN*

South Central District Choir
Director: Lee Young
Accompanist: Julie Pride

A Mighty Fortress is Our God
UM Hymnal # 110 (all stanzas)

GREETING AND PRAYER*
		

Rev. Joan Wooden

Bishop Fairley
Resident Bishop, Louisville Episcopal area

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace
to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness
fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries,
and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
ECUMENICAL GREETINGS 		
		
		
Isaiah 6:1-8
John 21:15-19
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Rev. Dr. George Love
Pastor, Hebron Presbyterian Church
Teaching Elder, Mid-Kentucky Presbytery

RECOGNITION OF OUR COMMON MINISTRY
AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Bishop Fairley
Ministry is the work of God,
done by the people of God.
Through baptism
all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:
Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.
All:
We reaffirm our baptism
and our common call to ministry.
Thanks be to God!
All people are seated.

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE ORDAINED OR COMMISSIONED
Bishop:

Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?

All Laity:
We have recommended them in our local congregations.
We present them with our prayers and support.
Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry:
We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church.
We present them with our prayers and support.
All Deacons in Full Connection:
We present Sara E. Smith for ordination as deacon.
We present them with our prayers and support.
All Elders in Full Connection:
We present:
Shannon Lee Blosser
Michael Ray Deaton
John Gallaher
Renee Jennings
Trent Matthew Lloyd
Kenneth McGehee
Cameron Scott Rash
Melvin Wallace Votaw, Jr.
and Rachel Peters Wallace
for ordination as elder.
We present them with our prayers and support.
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Board of Ordained Ministry:
We present:
Toy Adams
Chris Basil
Thomas Brown
Amy MacDonnell Call
Eric B. Espada Crespo
Samuel McConkey, II
Jared Mark Pomeroy
Rodney Stewart-Wilcox
and Ashley Tackett-Evans
for commissioning as provisional members,
preparing for ordained ministry as elders,
and Nancy Coldiron Preston, who is preparing
for ordained ministry as a deacon.
We present them with our prayers and support.
Bishop Fairley
These persons are by God’s grace
to be ordained or commissioned for set apart ministry
in Christ’s Holy Church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of
sound learning and of Christian character,
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God,
to declare your assent
to the ordination or commissioning of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
to be ordained, commissioned, received or recognized?
Congregation
We do! Thanks be to God!
Bishop Fairley
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
Congregation
With God’s help, we will.

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
Bishop Fairley
My sisters and brothers in Christ,
you have been called
to an ordained or commissioned in set apart ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained or commissioned ministers,
you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:
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With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors,
provisional members, diaconal ministers,
deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors,
with all who serve God in the Church.
Remember you are called
to serve rather than to be served,
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves
to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith,
we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you
to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?
Candidates
I do so believe.
Bishop Fairley
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
Candidates
I do so believe and confess.
Bishop Fairley
Are you persuaded
that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ
and are the unique and authoritative standard
for the church’s faith and life?
Candidates
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Bishop Fairley
Will you be faithful in prayer,
in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
Candidates
I will, with the help of God.
Bishop Fairley
Will you do your best to pattern your life
in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
Candidates
I will, with the help of God.
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Bishop Fairley
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry,
lead the people of God
to faith in Jesus Christ,
to participate in the life and work of the community, and
to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
Candidates
I will, with the help of God.
Bishop Fairley
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
Candidates
I will, with the help of God.
Bishop Fairley
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the life of the order,
into which you are ordained or commissioned?
Will you give yourself to God through the order
in order to sustain and build each other up
in prayer, study, worship and service
the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
Candidates
I will, with the help of God.
Bishop Fairley
May God,
who has given you the will to do these things,
give you grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
All

Amen.

All candidates may be seated.
OFFERING AND PRAYER

OFFERTORY MUSIC

Rev. Gary Gibson
Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry
Offering proceeds will be given to Isaiah Project scholarships
The Majesty and Glory of Your Name
Tom Fettke, Arr. Linda Lee Johnson

DOXOLOGY*
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South Central District Choir

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
SCRIPTURE
The Word of God, for the People of God!

Philippians 1:1-6

Rev. Christine Ross, Deacon

People
Thanks be to God!
SERMON

Theotokos (D.R.P.)

Bishop Fairley

SPECIAL MUSIC

How Great Thou Art

Angelique Clay Everett

APOSTLES CREED*		

Rev. Dr. George Love

Do you believe in God?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Candidates for commissioning rise.
Bishop Fairley
By affirming the covenant of baptism,
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
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Christ gave all of us this command:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,
see the plentiful harvest,
and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit,
they now come to declare in public
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism
by binding themselves to the service of God
under the supervision of the bishop
and the guidance of colleagues in full connection
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders
in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

EXAMINATION OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Bishop Fairley
Throughout Christian history, the church has commissioned people for leadership
and service. This commissioning is always a response to the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, who calls and sends women and men to share in Christ’s ministry.
In the early church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set
apart…Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).
In the early stages for such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned leaders to mentor and form them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the
more seasoned leader, guided Paul, the newly-called evangelist, toward the fullness
of his calling (Acts 9).
We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the church.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a solemn hour in your life and the life of the
church. You have shared in the ministry of all the baptized and you have witnessed
that Christ calls you into ordained ministry.
Serving among us as faithful disciples, we have seen in you gifts and graces for leading the people of God in service.
Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the life and work of Christ’s church?
Candidates
Following Christ, I will.
Bishop Fairley
Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of
leadership among the people of God?
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Candidates
With God’s help, I will.
Bishop Fairley
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers,
you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit
help these, your servants,
to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose
as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,
together with all of your people,
to heal the sick,
love the outcast,
resist evil,
preach the Word,
and give themselves freely for your name’s sake

COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
UM Hymnal # 57 - stanzas 1 & 2

Bishop Fairley:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
to announce the reign of God,
and to equip the church for ministry,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
Rev. Kevin Burney, Director of Ministerial Services
A deacon
is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,
to lead in worship,
to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion,
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
liberation and reconciliation,
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
Bishop Fairley
This is the rule of life and work of a deacon.
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Do you believe that God has called you
to the life and work of a deacon?
Candidates
I do so believe.
Bishop Fairley
As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church
for the ministry of deacons
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
We thank you, Living God,
that in your great love
you sent Jesus Christ
to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises,
constant in their discipleship,
and always ready for works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve. Amen.
HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
UM Hymnal # 57 - stanzas 3 & 4

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS
Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent
prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.
Bishop Fairley
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.
All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.
Bishop Fairley
Name, take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.
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EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
Rev. Kevin Burney, Director of Ministerial Services
An elder
is called to share in the ministry of Christ
and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God
and faithfully administer
the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision,
to order the life of the congregation and the connection,
to counsel the troubled,
and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God
in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
Bishop Fairley
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you
to the life and work of an elder?
Candidates
I do so believe.
Bishop Fairley
As these persons are ordained by the church
for the office and work of elders
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.
The people pray for them in silence.
Bishop Fairley
We praise you, eternal God,
because you have called us to be a priestly people,
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death,
having ascended into heaven,
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets,
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some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need
to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
UM Hymnal # 57 - stanzas 5 & 8

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
Family members and friends may be invited to stand where they are for silent
prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.
Bishop Fairley
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.
All: Amen.
Bishop Fairley
Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.
HYMN OF RESPONSE

The Summons
The Faith We Sing
SENDING FORTH

Bishop Fairley
Let us pray.
We thank you, gracious God,
for raising up among us faithful servants.
Clothe them with your righteousness,
and grant that we, with them,
may glorify you by giving ourselves to others. Amen.
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DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING *
Bishop Fairley
The grace of Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all always.
RECESSIONAL HYMN *

And Can it Be
UM Hymnal #363 (stanzas 1,4,5)

GOING FORTH *
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COMMISSIONING ON THE DEACON TRACK
Nancy Coldiron Preston
Spouse:		
Jeffrey Preston
Children:
Andrea Preston Coldiron, Courtney Preston Kellner and J. Tate Preston
Hometown:
Greenup, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BSW - Morehead State University
		
MSW - University of Kentucky,
		
EdD, Policy Studies and Evaluation, University of Kentucky
Serving:
Morehead State University - Regional Campus Director
Toy Adams
Spouse:		
Hometown:
Degree(s):
		
Serving:

COMMISSIONING ON THE ELDER TRACK
Cassie Adams
Paintsville, Kentucky
BA, Sociology - Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky
Completing MDiv at United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio
To Be Appointed

Chris Basil
Spouse:		
Julia Basil
Hometown:
Middletown, OH
Degree(s):
BA, Psychology - The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Pastor, Williamsburg First UMC and Pleasant View UMC,
		Williamsburg, Kentucky
Thomas Meade Brown
Spouse:		
Melissa Brown
Children:
William Brown, (age 1)
Hometown:
Paintsville, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, History - Eastern Kentucky University
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Pastor, Hawesville UMC, Hawesville, Kentucky
Amy MacDonell Call
Spouse:		
Tyler Call
Hometown:
Elizabethtown, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, Religion and Sociology, Transylvania University, Lexington, Kentucky
		
MDiv and MAMFT, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
		Louisville, Kentucky
Serving:
Associate Pastor, Audubon Park UMC, Louisville, Kentucky
Eric B. Espada Crespo
Spouse:		
Cesia Espada
Children:
Eric Espada and Isaac Espada
Hometown:
Arecibo, Puerto Rico
Degree(s):
Management and Ethics
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Associate Pastor, Monte de Sion UMC, Nicholasville, Kentucky
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Samuel McConkey II
Spouse:		
Melissa McConkey
Hometown:
Massillon, Ohio
Degree(s):
BA, Ministerial Education - God’s Bible School & College, Cincinnati, Ohio.
		
AAS, Music Ministry - God’s Bible School & College, Cincinnati, Ohio.
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky.
Serving:
Pastor, Oakland UMC, Melbourne, Kentucky
Jared Mark Pomeroy
Spouse:		
Elizabeth Pomeroy
Children:
Elea Pomeroy
Hometown:
Mechanicsburg, Indiana
Degree(s):
BS, Pastoral Ministries - Taylor University, Fort Wayne, Indiana
		
MDiv and MTS - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Senior Pastor, Webb Memorial UMC, Clay, Kentucky
Rodney Stewart-Wilcox
Spouse:		
Ronda Stewart-Wilcox
Children:
Micah Stewart-Wilcox (age 19) and Anna Stewart-Wilcox (age 17)
Hometown:
Grew up near Galveston,Texas and spent my young adult years in Georgia
Degree(s):
BA, Christian Studies - Brewton-Parker College, Mt. Vernon, Georgia
		
MDiv - Baptist Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia
Serving:
Pastor, Red House UMC, Richmond, Kentucky
Ashley Tackett-Evans
Spouse:		
Robert Tackett-Evans
Hometown:
Raceland, Kentucky
Degree(s):
B.A Religion - Georgetown College, Georgetown, Kentucky
		
MDiv - Emory Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, Georgia
Serving:
To Be Appointed

ORDINATION AS DEACON
Sara E. Smith
Hometown:
Degree(s):
		
Serving:

Hawesville, Kentucky
BA, Spanish - Asbury University, Wilmore, Kentucky
MDiv - United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio
Associate Pastor, Fuente de Avivamiento, Lexington, Kentucky

ORDINATION AS ELDER
Shannon Lee Blosser
Spouse:		
Abigail Scarborough Blosser
Children:
Noah (age 4)
Hometown:
Shady Spring, West Virginia
Degree(s):
BS, Journalism - West Virginia University, Morgantown, West Virginia
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Pastor, Claylick UMC, Salvisa, Kentucky
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Michael Ray Deaton
Spouse:		
Jennifer Deaton
Children:
Isabella DeShae Deaton (age 18), Mara Jade Deaton (age 16) and
		
Trinity Grace Deaton (age 13)
Hometown:
Vine Grove, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, English - University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Senior Pastor, Sacramento UMC, Sacramento, Kentucky
John Gallaher
Spouse:		
Hometown:
Degree(s):
		
Serving:

Laura Gallaher
Lexington, Kentucky
BA, Biblical Studies - Palm Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach, Florida
MDiv, Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Lead Pastor, Embrace UMC, Lexington, Kentucky

Renee Jennings
Spouse:		
Patrick Jennings
Hometown:
Louisville, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, Communication Studies, Indiana University
		
MDiv - Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky
Serving:
Northern Kentucky University, Highland Heights, Kentucky, and Coordinator of
		
Youth and Young Adult Ministries for Northern Kentucky District
Trent Matthew Lloyd
Spouse:		
Katie Lloyd
Hometown:
Huntington, Indiana
Degree(s):
BA, Biblical and Religious Studies - Huntington University, Huntington, Indiana
		
MDiv - Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia
Serving:
Pastor, Mt. Holly UMC, Fairdale, Kentucky
Kenneth McGehee
Spouse:		
Betty McGehee
Children:
Rebecca McGehee (age 22), Victoria Lee (age 29), Troy Ennis (age 32) and
		
Destiny Ciarrocchi (age 36)
Hometown:
Greenville, Kentucky
Degree(s):
A.S., Electrical Engineering Technology-ITT Tech., Evansville, Indiana
		
B.A., Organizational Leadership-Reinhardt College, Waleska, Georgia
		
MDiv - Emory Chandler School of Theology, Atlanta, Geogia
Serving:
Pastor, Morganfield First UMC, Morganfield, Kentucky
Cameron Scott Rash
Spouse:		
Hannah Rash
Children:
Alyssa (age 5) and Kyla (age 1)
Hometown:
Campbellsville, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, Christian Ministry - Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia, Kentucky
		
MDiv - Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky
Serving:
Pastor, Central UMC, Maysville, Kentucky
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Melvin Wallace Votaw Jr.
Spouse:		
Sue Votaw
Children:
Jeremy Wallace Votaw
Hometown:
Mount Washington, Kentucky
Degree(s):
AA, Liberal Arts and Accounting-University Kentucky
		
BA, Business Management-Sullivan University, Louisville, Kentucky
		
MDiv - Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky
Serving:
Senior Pastor, Olive Branch United Methodist Church, Shelbyville, Kentucky
Rachel Peters Wallace
Spouse:		
Matthew Wallace
Hometown:
Louisville, Kentucky
Degree(s):
BA, Psychology - University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky
		
MDiv-Duke Divinity School, Durham, North Carolina
Serving:
Associate Pastor, Florence UMC, Florence, Kentucky
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The Kentucky Annual Conference United Methodist Church
Retirement Celebration
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 		

Rev. Eric Espada

The word celebrate can be defined in a number of ways. It can be used to describe how a ritual is performed. It
can be used to describe a time of honor that steps away from the regular business of the day. It can also mean to
observe a notable time with friends and relatives.
At this time, we are stepping away from regular business in order to pause for a shared special moment and to
give thanks for God’s incredible work in the lives of some very special brothers and sisters. This year’s retirement
service is a time when we get to give thanks for the 445 combined years of pastoral service. In good times and
in trying times, these brothers and sisters have lived well amongst us. Today we not only thank them and release
them to the next part of their journey, but we give thanks for God’s faithfulness in their lives and ministry. Would
you join me and let us celebrate together:
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great King over all the earth.
God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praise to God, sing praises to the King. Come let us sing and rejoice.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Blessed Be Your Name

SONGS OF WORSHIP

PRAYER OF THANKS

The Gift of Love
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Family of God
		

Lily and Luke Grant
Mr. Brock Terry

Rev. Tom Grieb

CELEBRATION OF RETIREES VIDEO PART 1
SCRIPTURE
DRAMA

Philippians 1:3-6

Rev. Rachel Wallace

Jim and Carol Shores (Asbury University)

CELEBRATION OF RETIREES VIDEO PART 2
BISHOP’S WORDS OF BLESSING
Bishop Fairley:
Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you; and
you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted, to visit the captive, to anoint those who were bruised. These
things you have done.
People:
We thank God for the community of the faithful in which the Word of God found response. Countless
persons have depended upon you for help. In the providence of God, you know that both suffering and joy can
be God’s way of teaching and healing.
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Bishop Fairley:
At your ordination, you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church of God,
to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order the life of the Church.
At your consecration, you received authority to equip the people of God,
and to embody the unity of the congregation’s worship with its life in the world.
By God’s grace you did many things that seemed to be beyond your power.
People:
We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful. Death and illness have not come on schedule.
The truth has not always been easy to preach.
We know something of the grace by which you have lived,
and we thank God for your vision.
Bishop Fairley:
Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you.
Continue to be true to your calling.
May God’s love and power be with you always. Let us pray together.
God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision.
You empower your servants with your Spirit.
We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men,
and for the ways in which you have ministered to us through them. Give them a sense of your abiding presence,
that they may continue to love and serve you,
and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF RETIREES VIDEO PART 3
RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREES
PASSING OF THE MANTLE
Bishop Fairley:
As we have shared, these retirees represent 445 plus years of ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church.
They have served well and now we celebrate that ministry in a way that reminds of the ministry being passed from
two of the great leaders in Israel’s history.
In the book of Kings we read of the prophet Elijah’s ministry. The mantle, symbolic of submission to God, fell upon
the younger prophet, Elisha, and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
Rick Bard, representing the retiring class:
On behalf of all those retiring, I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, indicating thereby that the
responsibilities and dedication of the older generation will be caught up and carried on by the young, and the spirit
of today’s Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.
Sara Smith, representing the newly ordained class:
On behalf of all who were ordained on Monday evening, we who come after you take up the mantle which falls
upon us. May we inherit a double share of your spirit.
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Bishop Fairley responds:
I, therefore, a prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.
		
(Ephesians 4:1–6)
CLOSING HYMN

Great is Thy Faithfulness
UM Hymnal #140

BENEDICTION 		

Bishop Fairley

Dr. Jim and Carol Anderson Shores ignite a room with funny, moving, powerful theatre called Acts of Renewal. They tour
nationally performing and speaking at conferences, worship services, leading marriage events, church retreats and more. Jim
is the Chair of the Communications Department at Asbury University and Carol teaches in the Worship Arts and Theatre
Departments there as well. They live outside Lexington KY and have two college-aged sons named Zach and Zander. Find
out more info about Acts of Renewal and their ministry at www.actsofrenewal.com
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RETIREES
J. RICK BARD, JR.
WILLIAM ALLEN BASINGER
J. PAUL BRUNSTETTER
NANCY ELIZABETH CORNELL
REBECCA S. CURRY
OWEN DOLIN
SUSAN ELKOW
JEFFREY SHANE GRAHAM
EDWARD GARLAND HAWKINS
CONNIE L. MITCHELL
SANDRA J. MURPHREE
RAYMOND PAYNE
GENE PILLOW
MICHAEL THOMAS POWERS
LYNDA KAY SIMMONS COLLINS
GREGORY H. SMITH
STEVEN L. SPITZER
DEAN ROGER WEBER
MARK WILLIAM WILSON
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J. RICK BARD JR.

WILLIAM ALLEN BASINGER

The Rev. J. Rick Bard Jr. has served as
both senior pastor and a teaching pastor
for the past 22 years at Broadway UMC
in Bowling Green. During his tenure
at Broadway, he also served one year as
an interim district superintendent and
one year as pastor of Faith UMC in Bowling Green.
His appointments prior to Broadway include Fordsville
UMC, Elizabethtown Memorial, Thruston and Virginia
Avenue.

I was blessed as a child to have loving,
Christian parents. We lived on a small farm
in Hancock County, Kentucky. We attended
Hawesville Methodist Church where each
year, VBS was the highlight of my summer.
I felt the call to ministry during my teen years, but my mother
persuaded me to pursue a more lucrative career. I went to
college in the early ‘70s during the Vietnam War. Thankfully,
I was not drafted but I became disillusioned with all I had
thought important as a younger man and drifted away from
my faith. Following college, I had several good-paying jobs but
was never happy or satisfied. After a life-shattering experience
brought me back to my roots, I again entered a relationship
with Christ and the church.

Rick is a graduate of Lindsey Wilson College, Kentucky
Wesleyan College and Candler School of Theology at
Emory University. He was ordained an elder in 1981 and
received his first appointment in 1975 while a college
student.
Rick has been very involved in serving in the Bowling
Green community. He is a 1998 graduate of Leadership
Bowling Green, where he was voted president of
the class by his peers. He was also selected to receive
the 1998 Hagerman Award, the top award given by
the Leadership Bowling Green program. In 2003 he
received the Harry Denman Evangelism Award from the
Foundation for Evangelism, an affiliate of the General
Board of Discipleship of the UMC.

I became a lay speaker in 1983, certified lay speaker in 1984,
then began to fill in as pulpit minister at churches across the
Owensboro District in 1985. In 1986, Bill Bowling asked my
wife, Georgia, and me if we would take a church. We received
our first assignment at Rosine UMC and Mt. Pleasant UMC in
1988, where we remained until 1995.
I attended License to Preach School, becoming a part-time
local pastor. I became a full-time local pastor in 1995, serving
Beech Grove/Oak Grove/Mt. Zion while studying at Louisville
Presbyterian Seminary. In 1997, we moved to Overdale UMC
to be closer to the seminary. I graduated with a Masters of
Divinity degree in 2000 and became a probationary member.

He is a long-term board member of the Foundry
Christian Community Center, a mission of the South
Central District.
Rick met his wife, Debbie, at Lindsey Wilson and they
have been married 42 years. They have two daughters,
Sarah, who lives in Seattle, Washington, and Anna,
who resides with her spouse and two sons in Lexington,
Kentucky.

After four years at Overdale, we served the Cecilia/Summit
Charge. In 2003, I was ordained a full elder. In 2006, we moved
to the Irvington/Bewleyville/Webster Charge and in 2012 to
the Guthrie/Red Oak Grove Charge. Now, after 29 years, the
time has come to retire from full-time ministry, realizing that as
God’s children we will always be called to the ministry of Christ.
Along the way I have been privileged to serve on the Louisville
Conference Council on Ministries. I have traveled with six
VIM Teams to Haiti, becoming team leader on several trips. I
have served on the Loucon Board for eight years, as well as a
camp counselor and dean. I have been district disaster response
coordinator for each district I have been assigned, served on the
Owensboro District trustees and chaired the Elizabethtown
District trustees several years.
For Georgia and me, it has been an interesting journey these
past 30-plus years of ministry. Life can be stressful for a
parsonage family, but by the grace of God we have made it to
this crossroad in life. We have laughed with, cried with, had
our hearts lifted and hearts broken by God’s children. Through
it all we have made many new friends, while knowing God’s
Holy Spirit has been with us as we ministered to His Children.
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J. PAUL BRUNSTETTER

NANCY ELIZABETH CORNELL

I’ve always been in awe of God’s grace and
willingness to use the least of us. One might
think, since I grew up in the home of a
United Methodist pastor (eastern Ohio),
the pastorate may have been an easy road
to take. But God had to take me a long way
around, sometimes “kicking and screaming,” to get me to the
point of answering His call. Looking back, God was patient
and hence led me to places with opportunities I could have
never before conceived or even wanted, but I am so grateful
to have had the privilege.

I was born in Newburgh, New York, to
William and Anne Cornell. In 1957 the
family moved to Lexington, Kentucky, after
my father’s transfer from Poughkeepsie,
New York. Growing up in Kentucky
brought me through several Lexington
schools, including the University of Kentucky.
Meeting the Lord at 19 changed the course of my life. I
decided at 24 that God was leading me to the military.
In January 1977, I went off to the U.S. Army to repair
teletypewriters. After three years of touring the world as a
teletype repair person, I came back to the states with a heart
saddened by the things I had seen.

After fully committing my life to Jesus Christ as a
sophomore in college (Asbury revival in 1970), God was
always taking me in surprising directions. Having traveled
with Athletes in Action and teaching and coaching high
school sports, I eventually entered seminary to learn more
about the Bible.

A friend, Helene Royster, asked me to help out with a
women’s retreat for Army personnel from Fort Knox
(Operation Appreciation). While talking to Mrs. Royster and
“being there” for the ladies, the idea of ministry entered my
heart. After all, doing ministry seemed rather natural after
three years. In 1980, I entered Asbury Theological Seminary.

Over the past 39 years, I have been honored to serve
strong and growing congregations, including churches in
Owensboro, Louisville, Northern Kentucky and Lexington.
I have come to new understandings of the church serving as
a district superintendent and most recently as the director
of New Church Development. God has allowed me to cross
paths with some very gifted and wonderfully committed
Christians, and my life has been graced and has grown
with friendships in the clergy family as well. I retire with a
concern for the church, but yet a confidence and strong belief
that God is yet doing even greater things “than mind or eye
can conceive.”

After seminary, I was appointed to Centenary UMC in
Lexington, then Cynthiana, before realizing that my calling
was beyond the church. Those soldiers were still at the back
of my mind. So in 1987, I left for the Army again, this time
as a chaplain. I served for three years, then returned to the
conference to pastor a church in West Liberty, Kentucky.
However, that gnawing in my heart over the soldier’s pain
still tugged at me. After I left the Army for West Liberty,
I had many soldiers calling me from my old unit who were
getting ready for Iraq. During Desert Storm I sent recorded
Bible studies and sermons and sent letters to the soldiers in
the desert. I felt guilty and relieved at the same time. Again,
this pulled at me and I had to go where soldiers were, so
I applied and got the job as a Veterans Affairs chaplain in
Montrose, New York. This was my place, this was my passion
- to be there for the U.S. family of soldiers, sailors, Marines
and airmen.

I would be remiss if I did not express my love for my wife,
Sally; my three children, Jayson (Stephanie), Amy and
Amber (Dan); and my (soon to be) six grandchildren, Grant,
Garrett, Griffin, Levi, Ethan Paul, and ?. Their love, support
and laughter have given me a strength and fulfillment that
have blessed my life beyond deserving. I all too often have
glibly said, “God is good,” but to me, good beyond measure. I
look forward to these new next steps of God’s adventure.
“Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in
harmony and peace. Then the God of love and peace will be
with you.”
2 Corinthians 13:11 (NLT)

For almost 25 years I worked at VA Hudson Valley Health
Care System as a chaplain in areas including PTSD,
substance disorder, psyche, and hospice. The depth of this
work was rewarding, bringing me to new levels in my walk
with God. During the 9/11 attack on New York City I saw
dynamics I had never experienced. The line that really got to
me was from a psychologist, saying the next morning, “I was
with the town council last night (Croton, New York), and 29
children had parents who didn’t return home from work last
night.”
When you are with people in pain and uncertainty, another
part of your heart opens to a deeper place harboring the Love
of God. I am very grateful for the opportunities I’ve had to
share that love with others.
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REBECCA S. CURRY

OWEN L. DOLIN

I was at a Field Education placement when
a patient said to me, “I have never heard
a woman preach before.” I paused and
confessed, “Come to think of it, neither have
I.” And so it was...

My life journey began in Charleston,
West Virginia, when I was born the third
child to my parents, Owen E. and Maxine
Dolin. My late father is my hero and
role model in life and faith. My parents
were Presbyterians, so I was raised in that
denomination. Later, when I became a United Methodist
minister, I would joke with my family saying, “I was
predestined to be a Methodist.” Eventually, my parents also
would become United Methodists, and I had the privilege to
be their pastor when they moved to La Grange, Kentucky.
I thank God for the Christian upbringing that my parents
provided.

I have my spiritual roots in Bethany UMC in Louisville and
Camp Loucon. I answered the call to full-time Christian
ministry under the preaching of the Rev. Kermit Flener. I didn’t
know what that would mean for me, so I just kept waiting for
the Lord to provide answers. I attended DePauw University as
a religion major. While planning for graduate school, I visited
Scarritt College for an interview. That afternoon I ended up
across the street at the Vanderbilt Divinity School library. In
those quiet moments God made it very clear to me that this is
where I belonged. I was ordained a deacon in 1974 and an elder
in 1977.

On Aug. 9, 1975, my life journey took a tremendous turn
for the better when I married the love of my life, Ann Brace.
Ann and I have now been married 41 years and we have
traveled together on this journey called “ministry.” When it
came time for us to leave an appointment, the people in every
church would say, “Owen, you can leave, but Ann has to stay.”
Ann and I have been blessed with three wonderful children,
Matt, Brad and Christine. I want to thank Ann and my
children for their tremendous support through the years.

My first appointment was to Guthrie UMC – wonderful
people and church. Then I learned I was going to Henderson
First as the associate pastor. I learned much about ministry
from Dr. Marvin Whitmer, the senior pastor. I believe that Dr.
Whitmer was happy to have me as an associate, but his true
intention was to play cupid for the youth counselor, Ken Curry.
It worked. Ken and I have two children, Michael and David;
two grandsons, Cooper and Christopher; and a granddaughter,
Eva. Granddaughter Kennedy is due in August. I have been
blessed with the support and love of Ken and my family.

Ann and I were married in her church in Nitro, West
Virginia, the Otterbein United Methodist Church. This
started my journey as a United Methodist. Ann and I became
active laypeople in that little church. Three people in that
church, more of my faith heroes, had a significant impact on
my discipleship formation: Nedra Brace, Mr. Forest Grant
and the Rev. Leon Rhodes. It was in this little church in
Nitro that I heard my call to ministry and I applied to attend
Asbury Seminary.

After six years at Henderson First, I served Belleview UMC in
Smith Mills for four years where we saw God at work in such
wonderful ways in this community church.
In 1986 I applied to be the director of St. Anthony’s Hospice in
Henderson. I had learned about hospice and Elisabeth KublerRoss in seminary. Leaving local church ministry was very hard,
but during my time at hospice I experienced a depth of ministry
and God’s presence I had never known before as I journeyed
with terminally ill patients and their families. I learned about
interdisciplinary teams, leadership, administration and trust.
But after 13 years and expanding to Union and Webster
counties, I was ready to return to the local church. I returned to
Henderson First for five years.

One phone call from Dr. E. Ray Throckmorton, another
of my faith heroes, changed my journey completely. I had
been accepted to attend Asbury Seminary but needed to
find some means to support my family while in school. Dr.
Throckmorton called to ask if I would serve the Mt. Olivet
Circuit in Robertson County. This call led to our love affair
with the people in Kentucky and led Ann and me to decide
that Kentucky was where God wanted us to serve.
God has blessed us tremendously as we have served in
Kentucky for 37 years. I have had the privilege of serving
the following appointments: Mt. Olivet Circuit, Shannon
and Bethel, Covington Trinity, Florence First, conference
treasurer, Covenant in La Grange, and Northern Kentucky
district superintendent. This has been a wonderful journey
and I want to thank the churches and the people of the
Kentucky Conference for their love and support.

Since then I have served as assistant to the bishop to Bishops
James R. King, G. Lindsey Davis and Leonard E. Fairley.
What a privilege to learn from these great leaders. I have also
served as the superintendent of the Owensboro, Louisville
and Heartland districts. I love being a DS and I will miss the
churches, pastors and laity who have been such an important
part of my ministry. It has been a joy serving with so many
others who have dedicated their lives to serving God through
the Kentucky Annual Conference.
Ken and I look forward to retirement together and the next
adventure that God has planned for us. I will always give thanks
to God for the many people who have touched my life with
love, encouragement and support.

Retirement doesn’t mean the journey is concluded. Ann and
I are looking forward to what God has in store for us next.
God has been faithful to us through the years and God won’t
stop now. My prayer is that the Risen Lord will continue to
bless the Kentucky Annual Conference!
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JEFFREY SHANE GRAHAM

SUSAN ELKOW

God called. I finally said yes. Now I’m
retiring.

It is amazing to me that I am at this point
in life where retirement is an option! It
doesn’t seem that long ago that I married
Dave in the last year of college (Can it really
be 40 years ago?), or that our boys, Ryan and
Darren, were born (Has it really been 35
years?), or that God plucked me out of the corporate career I
was pursuing to serve Him (Those 24 years have flown by!).

That would be the simplest, most succinct
way to put it. I am eternally grateful to God
and to the church for trusting me with this
sacred calling. And I don’t believe I’m done with it yet. I plan
to continue to serve in whatever ways I can for as long as I
can.

It doesn’t seem that long ago, but yet seven churches later
I can say life in the Lord has been an amazing and joyous
roller coaster ride! Thank you for allowing me to serve
alongside you as we have worked together to build the
church up for the glory of God.

I am the product of Taylorsville UMC, the WKU Wesley
Foundation and several other mentors and influences over
the years. Beginning in late 1982 serving as youth pastor
at Livingston First UMC, entering Asbury Theological
Seminary and accepting a student appointment in the
Louisville Conference the next year, the years of ministry
have been fulfilling. During the process, my counseling elder
asked me if I could do anything else that would satisfy me. I
said, “Yeah. Lots of stuff. I’ve had lots of jobs I enjoyed. But
this is what my God requires of me.”

Those of you who know me also know retirement will
not be all rest and relaxation for Dave and me. We will
continue working and serving in Northern Kentucky, but
most important, we will be able to spend time with our
sons and granddaughters in Texas. We are excited about the
opportunities God will provide in this season of our lives.

On January 1, 1984 I made my first appearance in the
pulpits of the Tuttles Chapel Circuit, where the people were
patient with me (I had preached maybe three times). My
appointment to the Union Chapel Circuit followed and from
there on to Dixon/Poole. Later, I served Providence Rural/
Old Salem, Dawson Springs/St. Charles, and finally to
Island UMC as I close out my years of active service. I will
now begin a new chapter.

I will continue to pray God’s blessings and grace on each of
you as He works to build you up together like living stones (1
Peter 2:5).

I’d like to express my gratitude to all of those who walked
this journey with me. Especially my wife, Lynda, and our
three kids, all of whom made sacrifices and contributions
because “my daddy’s a preacher.”
This has been fun, and it has been a challenge. But I have
a notion that the most fun and the greatest challenges are
coming down the road. I will do my best to meet them with
faith, gratitude and confidence.
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EDWARD GARLAND HAWKINS

CONNIE L. MITCHELL

I came into this world in my mother’s bedroom on
May 26, 1947. My parents were William Nathan
Hawkins and Maude Routt Hawkins. My sisters
are Sue Ann Breeze and Carolyn Denton. I married
Susan Cook Hawkins, to whom I will celebrate
46 years of marriage with on June 12, 2017. Our
daughter, Melissa Leigh Hawkins, is engaged to Billy Chaffin, and our
grandson is Dakota Millwood. Our grand-dogs are Remy and Gizmo.
I attended Hodgenville Elementary School and graduated from
LaRue County High School in June 1965. Academics were never
really my strong suit as I attended several institutions of higher
learning: Elizabethtown Community College, University of Kentucky,
Campbellsville College, Boyce Bible College, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Indiana University Southeast, Louisville
Presbyterian Seminary and Western Kentucky University. You might
say that it took 34 years to finalize my degree and recognize God’s call
into pastoral ministry.
In June 1987, I became student pastor of Northside Baptist Chapel,
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, where I served eight years. 1996 was a year
of transition and determining the direction God was calling me to
serve. In October, the Rev. Coleman Howlett, district superintendent
for the Elizabethtown District, and I were working a men’s Emmaus
Walk. It was during this time that Coleman asked me to consider
preaching at Dennie Memorial UMC, Lebanon Junction. I reminded
Coleman that I was Southern Baptist and knew nothing about the
United Methodist Church. He said, “Just go and preach the Word,
love the people and see what God has in store for you.”
My wife and I fell in love with the church and in love with
Methodism. We served at Dennie Memorial UMC for two and a
half years. We went to Elizabethtown Memorial UMC, where we
served for three years as associate pastor. We moved to Morganfield,
Kentucky, where we served at First UMC for 10 years. This June we
will have served five years at Harrodsburg UMC.
While serving these past 30 years, I have had the opportunity to be
involved in several organizations: part-time chaplain with Hardin
Memorial Hospital and Hospice Program in Elizabethtown; Helping
Hands of Elizabethtown; Habitat for Humanity in Hardin and
Mercer counties; Ministerial Alliance in Hardin, Union and Mercer
counties; Elizabethtown Chamber of Commerce; Elizabethtown
Rotary Club; and Morganfield Lions Club.
I was prayer chairman of the Owensboro District, served on the
DCOM and Superintendency Committee and mentored candidates
in the Residency Program. In the Frankfort/Bluegrass District, I was
a member of the DOT and DCOM and mentored Asbury Seminary
students.
In Gary Chapman’s book “The Five Love Languages,” I have found
my love language to be Acts of
Service. Serving God first, my family second, and the church third
has been and will continue to be my direction for however long God
would have me serve. I pray God has many more years in store for me.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

49

I am retiring after serving as program
director at Wesley United Methodist
Church, Lexington, for nine years and
as pastor at St. Paul United Methodist
Church for 12 years.
I have enjoyed my experiences in the ministries of the
church. The actions have taken me to 48 of the 50 states
and to every continent but one.
In the old Kentucky Conference, I have held the
positions of: chair of the Council on Ministries, chair
of the Ethnic Local Church Concerns, director of
Women’s Division, certified lay speaker, study leader
for School of Mission, delegate to General Conference,
Consecrated Diaconal Minister, board member at the
Methodist Home, president and associate treasurer of
the Lexington District United Methodist Women.
In the Kentucky Conference (post-merger), I have held
the positions of: president of the Kentucky Conference
UMW, delegate to General Conference, associate
director of the African American Ministries, ordained
deacon, secretary of General Council on Finance and
Administration, member of the Annual Conference
Committee on Standing Rules and member of the
Lexington District Committee on Building and
Location and the Conference Board of Ordained
Ministries.
I didn’t get to do the things I wanted to do, but the
Lord guided me on a mighty good journey. I’m better
than blessed, praise the Lord!

SANDRA J. MURPHREE

RAYMOND PAYNE

Sandra Murphree has served as pastor of
Resurrection United Methodist Church
in Eastwood, Kentucky, since 2010. Her
ministry began at First United Methodist
Church in Frankfort, Kentucky, where she
served as coordinator of the contemporary
worship service and director of congregational care from 2000
to 2006. She was appointed as associate pastor upon being
commissioned by the Kentucky Conference in 2006 and
continued to serve there for the next four years.

Life is like a book with many, many
chapters. For my wonderful wife,
Peggy, and me, it’s time to turn the
page and begin a new chapter. After
29 years serving in the Kentucky
Annual Conference, Peggy and I
will be moving to North Carolina, where as she put it,
“There we will be kayaking the many lakes and rivers,
and spoiling our three beautiful grandchildren!” To her
list I would add fishing, cycling and serving God in
whatever way He sees fit to use us.

Before coming to Kentucky to attend Asbury Theological
Seminary in 1996, Ms. Murphree produced educational and
informational publications for NASA and provided support
documentation for NASA’s space shuttle missions at Marshall
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama. In addition,
she was a lecturer with the University of Alabama’s Space
Orientation for Professional Educators (SOPE) program for
five years, after teaching high school chemistry and biology for
18 years.

My favorite band of all time is the Grateful Dead.
They have a song titled “Truckin” and in it is the line,
“What a long, strange trip it’s been.” I can’t think of
a better description of the past nearly three decades.
However strange it’s been, it’s been fun, glorious,
joyous, challenging, frustrating, rewarding and in a
word amazing. Along the way, we have encountered so
many wonderful people in the churches we have served,
folks whose commitment to God and His kingdom
humbles me. Friends and colleagues have challenged
me, encouraged me, prayed with us and for us, shed
tears with us, and walked with us through some of life’s
most difficult moments.

She has a master of divinity degree and an MA in counseling
from Asbury Theological Seminary and an MA in educational
administration from the University of North Alabama. She is a
licensed professional clinical counselor with Kentucky and was
ordained an elder by the Kentucky Conference of the United
Methodist Church in June 2009.

As we say goodbye we need to remember the old adage
that Christians never say goodbye for the last time. We
will see each other again in God’s eternal kingdom. I’m
reminded of the words to the old hymn, “When we
all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory!”

“Looking back, I can see how a wise and loving God prepared
me for each successive assignment,” she said. “I can only believe
that he will continue to direct my life and provide opportunities
for me to share the great hope we have as his followers, and I
look forward to whatever ‘retirement’ holds.”
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GENE PILLOW

MICHAEL THOMAS POWERS
The thought of being a Methodist seemed odd
to someone raised as a Christian (i.e., Disciples
of Christ). Yet, the warm-hearted, evangelical
spirit of the Methodists at Harris Memorial
Methodist Church (New Beginnings UMC)
and the open-minded ecumenicity of the
Disciples of Christ (Stanford Christian Church) proved to be a
good introduction to the call to follow Christ in ministry across
the streets of Kentucky and around the world.

My wife, Judy, and I were
raised in Sebree, Kentucky. We
graduated from Webster County
High School. In June 1974 we
were married at Sebree United
Methodist Church. That same
year I entered the ministry and became the pastor
of the first church I would serve. Judy and I have
had the privilege of serving 10 churches over the
last 43 years.

My academic preparation for Christian service began at Asbury
College (B.A., 1974), followed by a short-term mission internship
(Indonesia), and youth/young adult ministries at St. Mark’s UMC
in Raleigh, North Carolina, (where I met and married Sherry
Wilson in 1976) and Versailles UMC (while attending Asbury
Theological Seminary, M. Div., 1981). I was ordained a deacon
and joined the Kentucky Annual Conference in 1979, then was
ordained an elder in 1982.

We have two daughters. Amy is married to Mike
Wortham and they have two daughters, Kaitlyn and
Sarah. They live in Madisonville, Kentucky, and are
members of Madisonville First United Methodist
Church. Our younger daughter, Melissa, is married
to Curtis Grace and they have two sons, Ethan and
Corey. They live in White Plains, Kentucky, and are
members of White Plains Baptist Church.

From 1981 to 1994, I was appointed as pastor to congregations
in Hindman, Science Hill and Harrodsburg. After much prayer
and encouragement from friends, I applied for and was selected
to the Beeson Scholar Program at Asbury Seminary. I took a
sabbatical year to begin work on my doctoral dissertation, “Clergy
Orientation Toward Support Systems as a Means of Self-Care”
(D. Min).

We have served on the Bishop’s Cabinet for the last
seven years, three years in the Ashland District and
four years in the Madisonville/Pennyrile District. It
has been an honor to serve under Bishops Lindsey
Davis and Leonard Fairley in this role. During
our ministry, I have served on district committees
on Ministry, the Board of Ordained Ministry, the
Council on Finance and Administration and the
Equitable Compensation Commission.

I then served as senior pastor of the Morehead and State Street
United Methodist congregations (1995-2006) until Bishop James
King appointed me as superintendent of the Bowling Green
District. In June 2011, Bishop Lindsey Davis appointed me as
senior pastor of First United Methodist Church, Lexington,
where I have served the past six years.

We are looking forward to spending more time
with our family, traveling to new destinations,
and being active in the life of the local church. I
am grateful for the opportunities given to me as a
pastor by the United Methodist Church. I sincerely
appreciate those who have been my colleagues in
ministry over the years and Bishops Davis and
Fairley for the vital leadership they have given
during my time on their cabinets.

As a member of the Kentucky Annual Conference, I participated
and led mission teams in Appalachia, Cherokee Reservation,
Costa Rica, Belize, Peru, Korea, Estonia and Uganda. My family
and I spent six weeks in England as part of a ministerial exchange
in the summer of 1998.
Responsibilities beyond the local church include being a certified
Natural Church Development coach and trainer, delegate to
General Conference and Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference,
and serving on various boards, task forces and committees of the
Annual Conference.
I am a graduate of Leadership Kentucky, board member of the
Kentucky Social Welfare Foundation and have served as an
adjunct faculty member at Asbury Theological Seminary and
Lindsey Wilson College.
Sherry and I have a son, Jonathan (wife, Faith), two
granddaughters (Audrey and Elizabeth), and daughter, Leah. As
parents, we are especially thankful for those wonderful servants
of Christ in the faith communities we have served who lived the
Gospel before our children, giving witness of Christ’s sacrificial
love, selfless giving and extravagant generosity. For such love and
support we are forever grateful.
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LYNDA KAY SIMMONS COLLINS

GREGORY H. SMITH

Rev. Dr., Lynda Kay Simmons Collins
was born to Lloyd and Katherine
Simmons and raised in Port Huron and
Marine City, Michigan. She married
C.G. Collins in 1966 and they have
three daughters: Kellie (Timmy) Bland,
Susie (Shannon) Wilson and Natalie (Allen) McVay.
They have eight grandchildren: T.C. (Misty) Bland,
Brandon (Danielle) Mackie, Zachary Mackie [USN,
Sigonella, Sicily], Kayla Bland, Morgan (Cody) Wills,
Emerson McVay and Cobe McVay. They have four greatgrandchildren: Braylee Mackie, Zoey Bland, Cali and
Norah Wills, and more coming soon.

Being in ministry is a second career
for me. I spent 23 years as a Jefferson
County police officer. I was one of the
first paramedics in the state. People
ask me if it was a hard transition from
law enforcement to ministry. No, it
really wasn’t; I am still working with troubled or lost
souls. It was a great career.
Jamie and I were drafted into youth ministry at Fern
Creek UMC in the early 1990s. We have been in
ministry ever since. I took the job at Watkins UMC
as my retirement job, actually starting a month before
I hung up my badge. I would have been happy staying
there for many years, but God said I am not through
with you. I entered seminary at 48 and graduated at
53. I had been out of college longer than some of my
classmates had been out of diapers. God still is not
through with me, as I am remaining at my current
appointment after retirement.
Four years ago I was diagnosed with leukemia. Let me
tell you: Trying to write a sermon while undergoing
chemotherapy is interesting.
I have been married to Jamie for 37 years. We have one
son and five grandchildren – four girls and one boy. We
spend as much time with them as we can.
I am looking forward to spending more time with my
wife traveling and seeing this country and perhaps
some others as well.

Lynda came to faith in Jesus and filled with the Holy Spirit
when she was 26 years old. She was a stay-at-home mother
for years until God called her to prepare for ministry. With
the help of Drs. Terry and Cinda Swan, she graduated with
a BA from Lindsey Wilson College. She then earned an
MA in counseling from Asbury Seminary and pursued the
arduous process to become a deacon in full connection.
In 2007 she was ordained and endorsed by the United
Methodist Endorsing Agency as counselor and chaplain
and was appointed to Extension Ministry, Supportive Care
and Teaching. In 2013 she earned her D.Min. from United
Seminary in theology and criminal justice.
Lynda taught at LWC, Campbellsville University and as
a volunteer chaplain and instructor at Lee Adjustment
and Marion Adjustment Center prisons from 2003-2013.
She taught “Spiritual Healing for Damaged Emotions” to
minimum-security inmates for several years with Dr. David
Seamands as a mentor. She led Celebrate Recovery with
other clergy and laity. She taught Christian discipleship
using Life Principles Community Program as the director
with a team of three other teachers in the medium-security
section of the prisons for several years. While earning her
doctorate, she created “Adopt-An-Inmate and Family,” a
mentoring program to reduce recidivism and enlarge the
kingdom of God for inmates who were brothers in Christ
and for their families. She was actively involved as an
assistant spiritual director with many Residents Encounter
Christ (REC) weekends in state and federal prisons.
She and her husband were actively involved in birthing
the Campbellsville Emmaus and Grace Emmaus
communities and are helping birth Grace Emmaus of the
Bluegrass in Sadieville, Kentucky. They are also birthing
Epiphany Ministry of Kentucky, a ministry to troubled and
incarcerated youth.
In retirement, Lynda will continue to allow Father God to
love others through her. As deacons are called for lifelong
servanthood, and as the woman at the well left her jar to
tell others about Jesus, so Lynda plans to soar on the winds
of the Spirit wherever He leads until Jesus comes to take
her home.
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STEVEN L. SPITZER

DEAN ROGER WEBER

The Rev. Steven L. Spitzer was born and
raised in western Tennessee near the town
of Bells in Crockett County. From early
in life, Steve felt the call of God in strong
ways. At his home church, Cypress United
Methodist, he tried to fulfill that call by
holding the positions of lay leader, Sunday school teacher
and church pianist/choir director for several years.

The Rev. Dean Roger Weber began
working as a staff member in the
United Methodist Church in his
home church in Carthage, Missouri,
in 1973. He served as an education
director and also as a leader in
conference youth programs and camps.
As a diaconal minister, Rev. Weber was in charge of
some of the largest Sunday School programs in the
Southeast Jurisdiction – programs with 200-300 in
attendance each Sunday. He designed youth programs
with 100 in attendance each week and was one of
the last diaconal ministers when that program was
discontinued.

However, God continued to call. So, with his love for music,
in l981, at the age of 28, Steve enrolled in the Christian
Education and Music program at Lambuth College in
Jackson, Tennessee, thinking that might be the answer. But
still God’s call continued, and finally, there on that college
campus Steve surrendered to the call of ordained ministry
and the peace of Christ came upon his heart.

In 1990, Rev. Weber began the route toward becoming
an ordained minister. He already had two bachelor’s
degrees and a master’s degree in secular fields. He
graduated from Southern Baptist Seminary in
Louisville as one of the last six United Methodist
pastors in training there in the late 1990s.

In 1982, Steve entered ministry in the Memphis Conference
of the United Methodist Church, taking his first
appointment at the Harris Grove/Oak Grove Charge in the
Jackson District. He graduated with honors from Lambuth
College with a bachelor’s in Religion in 1984. That fall, he
entered Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, Tennessee,
for his seminary education.

Since 1990 he has led churches in Central and Western
Kentucky.

In December 1986, Steve took a midyear appointment at the
Maury City First/Floyd’s Chapel Charge in the Brownsville
District. Under his leadership, both congregations
earned awards for evangelism and growth. While in this
appointment, Steve graduated with honors from Vanderbilt,
earning his master of divinity degree, and in l989 was
ordained an elder in the United Methodist Church.

Rev. Weber and his wife will retire to Owensboro,
where their children and grandchildren live.

In l991, his appointment in the Memphis Conference took
him to Trinity Church in the Paducah District. In nearly
10 years of ministry there, Steve led Trinity Church in a
relocation/building process and the church experienced real
growth.
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MARK WILLIAM WILSON
The missionary Jim Elliot wrote: “He is no
fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain
what he cannot lose.”
I grew up in Erie, Pennsylvania. My father
was an electrical engineer and my mother was
a stay-at-home mom. We attended the Presbyterian Church
where I became a member at the age of 14. I did not have a
personal relationship with Christ and although I was a member
of a church, I was not a member of the Kingdom of God.
After graduation from high school I took a job at General
Electric. I was living life. Parties! Dances! In my quest for
adventure, I took up skydiving! Two major questions went
unanswered in my life: “Why am I here?” and “What happens
when I die?”
One Friday night in June of 1971, I went to hang out with my
cousin. He was at a Bible study for young people in a log cabin
located in the country. By the time I arrived the study was over
and everyone was just talking. I was introduced to a young girl
who shared the gospel with me. That night I put my trust in
Christ as Savior and Lord. I received God’s gift of eternal life.
I started attending that Bible study every Friday evening I
could. I consumed the Scriptures and started attending church.
I told everyone who would listen about Jesus. Two months later
while at work I heard God’s voice say, “I’m going to put you
into the ministry.” I quit my job and started college with the
goal of preaching the gospel.
Through the influence of a friend I ended up at Asbury College
in 1973. Through the influence of a United Methodist pastor,
the Rev. Richard (Dick) Burns, I believed God’s desire was to
enter ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church. I
graduated from Asbury College in 1975 and Asbury Seminary
in 1979. I was ordained in 1977 and took my first appointment
in the Western Pennsylvania Conference in 1979. I transferred
to the former Kentucky Conference in 1987.
God has blessed me with a great adventure in ministry. I started
a church in Virginia Beach in the early 1980s. In the late ‘80s,
early ‘90s, I was appointed to Faith Community UMC, which
was meeting at Beechgrove Elementary School. With God’s
help we built the first building on nine acres of property. In
2000, I went to Mt. Washington UMC, where we relocated the
landlocked church from downtown to a 13-acre property.
As I close out my full-time adventure saying yes to Jesus, I am
looking forward to the adventure that is ahead. My wife, Cindy,
and I plan to settle in northern Kentucky, where our children
and most of our grandchildren live. I gave my life to Jesus 46
years ago. The life He gave me has been priceless. Ministry
has been fulfilling. And 10,000 years from now I will still be
enjoying my friends in heaven.
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The Kentucky Annual Conference United Methodist Church
Missions Service
SPECIAL MUSIC

Holy Spirit - Espiritu Santo
You are the Everlasting God - Infinito Dios

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 		

Hispanic Choir
Soleila Gonzalez

Once more we have gathered on a Tuesday evening for our annual Missions Celebration. This time of worship is
unlike any other time at Annual Conference. If worship is about responding to the lavish love of our Good God,
then this service is about freely responding to that lavish love in a wide open manner.
Eugene Peterson translates Paul’s words to the church at Rome in this way:
“By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do for us—set us right with him, make us fit
for him—we have it all together with God because of our Master Jesus. And that’s not all: We throw open our
doors to God and discover at the same moment that he has already thrown open his door to us. We find ourselves
standing where we always hoped we might stand—out in the wide open spaces of God’s grace and glory, standing
tall and shouting our praise.”
That is what this time is about—responding in a wide open space to God’s grace and glory. So, Kentucky
Annual Conference, let us be called to worship and let us discover the doors are wide open to enter and be lost
in His goodness.
“Shout for joy the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful
songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of
his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his
name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through
all generations.”
—Psalm 100
OPENING MUSIC

The Greatness of our God

DRAMA

Acts of Renewal

MUSIC

Because of Jesus

Broadway Praise Band

CELEBRATING OUR CAMPS VIDEO AND TIME OF ENGAGEMENT
OFFERING INVITATION		

Bishop Fairley

OFFERING MUSIC:
Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble
Martin Smith
				
The Lion and the Lamb
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER AND SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Bishop Fairley

John 1:14-18; Luke 6:17-21 (NRSV)
Touching Grace
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Rev. John Edgar

INVITATIONAL CALL TO MISSIONS		

Bishop Fairley

BENEDICTION 		

Rev. John Edgar

POSTLUDE

Song of Praise
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The Kentucky Annual Conference United Methodist Church
Sending Forth Service
Call to Worship 		

Rev. Mike Powers

The eternal one, who loved us and set us free from all our brokenness and sin, who loves us still with a love that
can never let go, and who will love us forever, calls us to worship him today as the one who is the lover of our souls
- the Father to the fatherless - the giver of all good things. He calls us to remember the depth of his love for us in
Christ Jesus.
In Christ, the God of heaven made his home on earth.
Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
Highest of all creation, he lives among us - the least, the last and the lost.
He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.
Come now, all who thirst, and drink the water of life.
TIME OF WORSHIP

Oh How I Love Jesus UM Hymnal #170
Trust and Obey UM Hymnal #467

Jeremy Vincent

MATTHEW 28 (in multiple languages)		
Aaron Mansfield (French),
		 Timo Karvonen (Finnish) and Becki Curry (English)
READING OF APPOINTMENTS		

Liturgy of Lay Leaders

After each district names the newly moved clergy persons, the district lay leader will pronounce the following
prayer and blessing over the District:
“In your mercy and grace, O God, bless these clergy, their families, the churches to which they return, and may this district
experience your glory and share your good news.”
CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION		

Bishop Fairley and Rev. Lori Casey

INVITATION:
Congregation of Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared his table for all who love him and trust in him alone for their
salvation. All who are truly sorry for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and who
desire to live in obedience to him as Lord are invited to come with gladness to the Table of the Lord.
CONFESSION, ASSURANCE AND PEACE:
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient
church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have
not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful
obedience, through Jesus Christ or Lord. Amen.
All pray in silence.
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Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Glory to God. Amen.
Leader: And now, as forgiven people, let us offer to one another signs of reconciliation and love.
INVITATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORK OF GOD
With joy, we praise you, gracious God, for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from
before time and forever. You created heaven and earth and all things with your blessing. You created and made us in
your image that we might rejoice in the splendor of your glory. You kept covenant with us—even when we chose to
rebel and embraced sin.
You bless inside a world full of curses.
You heal inside a world full of wounds.
You save inside a world bent on being lost.
We thank, praise and honor you, generous God, overflowing fountain of good, as we lift our voices in joyful praise,
joining the countless throngs of angels and saints who stand before you saying:
THE UNENDING HYMN
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORK OF CHRIST
Holy One, you are mighty in power yet abounding in mercy. While your creation was marred with sin, you made
covenant with your people, and promised to renew, redeem and restore your creation.
You stepped into our darkness in the person of Jesus. You lived amongst us - God before the beginning of time and willingly came to live at a specific time and a specific place. He came through the power of the Holy Spirit and
experienced our human joys and sorrows. He showed us how to live - he healed the sick, cared for the least, and took
time for children. He forgave and he performed miracles. He loved and he served. And then, he gave himself up for
us, so that through his death and resurrection, he might offer life to all.
On the night that Jesus was betrayed, he gathered to celebrate a meal of freedom. Jesus said to his disciples, “I have
eagerly desired to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds
fulfillment in the Kingdom of God.”
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He then took the bread, broke it, and giving thanks to the Father, he gave it to the disciples saying, “This is my
body broken and given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way, after the supper, he took the cup that was a symbol of the Passover lamb, and said “This cup is
a new covenant and it is made in my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
The early church believed that whenever we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
sacrifice and his victory over sin and death. We remember and we invite the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit to wash over us as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
MYSTERY OF FAITH
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF INSTITUTION
Living God, send your Holy Spirit upon us as we share your heavenly meal; nourish us with your grace so that
we are strengthened to do your work in this world; unite us with you so that we are renewed; and join us with
your covenant people so that all division will be healed. May we gratefully and joyfully remember that Jesus, our
Savior, lived, died, and rose to give us new life and make us new creations with him.
May we live in the hope we discover through Jesus Christ our Lord.
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence that comes from being the children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us
saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
UM Hymnal #514

BENEDICTION/SENDING FORTH 		
PARTING HYMN

Blest Be the Tie that Binds
UM Hymnal # 557
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Bishop Fairley

John 14:12

SEE THE POSSIBILITIES
Ordinary people doing the extraordinary

Christ Centered Connection.
Christ Centered Communities.
Christ Centered World.
Kentucky Conference
The United Methodist Church
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